
What makes Whitehouse such a special 
place to live? What is it about this com-
munity that causes it to be a “boomerang” 
home to so many alumni? Many of our 
very own Whitehouse Primary teachers 
live right here in the Whitehouse commu-
nity, bringing their own families here 
after falling in love with the community 
they were working. Some are even 
“boomerang” residents themselves, that 
have moved back to raise their families 
here.  

We took some time to ask our incredible 
third grade students at Whitehouse Pri-
mary what they think makes Whitehouse 
such a great place to live, work, and play.  
A common theme to their answers was 
the great way the bike path is able to con-
nect our entire community. The students 
love having access to so many friends and 
places. They are able to safely ride, walk, 
or run to meet friends at the park and 
each other's houses. The aesthetic appeal 
of Whitehouse also caught many of our 
students' attention. They love the beauty 
of the many surrounding trees, open land 

to play, and the abundant farm land. The 
students repeatedly mentioned the small 
town feel of friendly, familiar faces all 
around the village. Even though they are 
young children, our students are able to 
recognize the appeal of the small, inde-
pendently owned businesses and great 
restaurants. Of course, what kids would 
not love the fun that comes with the Cher-
ry Fest, music in the park, the yummy 
farmer's market, and the great sports 
fields that are so conveniently located.  

Our own curiosity lead us to ask the stu-
dents, “What would make Whitehouse an 
even better place to live?” The response 
was overwhelmingly focused on an updat-
ed park for people to gather and play. 
New, safe, and fun equipment was a must. 
And why not throw in a splash pad, right? 

Whitehouse is a small community where 
everyone has a smile to shine and a kind 
word to share. As one student so brilliant-
ly put it, “We are like a wolf pack. We all 
stick together.” 

Submitted by: Whitehouse Primary Third  
Grade Teachers and Students 

For the tenth consecutive year, Whitehouse was recognized as a Tree City USA on May 3, 2017, during the 
Northwest Ohio awards ceremony.   

The Tree City USA title was bestowed upon us for ongoing efforts to maintain and improve the quality of life 
through a comprehensive tree management program, guided by the Tree Commission and Village Council. 

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry, assists communities to become qualified.  Four standards 
are required in order to achieve the title:   A Tree Ordinance, an active Tree Commission or forestry department, a compre-
hensive urban forestry program supported by a minimum of two dollars per capita, and an annual Arbor Day proclamation and 
public observance. 

For additional information about the Tree City USA program or the Arbor Day Foundation, visit www.arborday.org. 

Whitehouse Receives Tree City USA Award 
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ASK A THIRD 

GRADER ! 

QUICK NOTES 

Water Quality 
Report 

The annual Water Quality 
Report is available for in-
spection on our website at 
www.whitehouseoh.gov. 
 

New  Welcoming 
Committee 

We are in the process of 
forming a Welcoming 
Committee for new resi-
dents and businesses.  As 
we work out the details, 
we are looking for volun-
teers to serve on the Com-
mittee.  Please call 419-
877-5383 to inquire! 
 

Safe Drop-off 
Location Coming 

Soon 
Exterior cameras will be 
installed at Village Hall to 
encourage a safe drop-off / 
exchange location for items 
sold/purchased on social 
media.  Details soon! 
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WHITEHOUSE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

TREES IN THE TREE LAWN 

Formed in 1970 by a group of businessmen and interested citizens, the Whitehouse Historical Society has picked up steam over 
the past few years!  The historic log house was discovered in 1969, when the Standard Oil Company attempted to raze an old 
garage.  Upon further inspection, it was discovered that it was actually a log house, covered with siding.  It was moved to its cur-
rent location, 6550 Lenderson Avenue, completely restored, and is now used by the Historical Society as a museum and learning 
center.   
 
The log house will be open July 5 (Founders’ Day), September 9 (BuskerFest), October 31 (Trick or Treat), and December 3 
(Tree lighting event).  Residents are encouraged to stop by to meet Historical Society members and tour the house.   
 
This spring Bud Bauman, a local businessman and lifetime resident, produced a movie Historic Tour of Whitehouse’s Providence 
Street.  Copies of the video are available for sale at Village Hall or Whitehouse Motors for $10.  Mr. Bauman  has graciously 
donated all proceeds from the sale to the Historical Society.   
 
If you love local history, the Society has several books for sale: Early Whitehouse History, written by A.J. Bradley in 1937 and 
the 125th Anniversary Update of Whitehouse Local History, updated by Orville Bucher in 1990.   
 
Please consider joining the Whitehouse Historical Society, information is available at whitehouseohiohistoricalsociety.org.   If 
the front door is open, feel free to stop by the log house… guests are always welcome! 

Submitted by Village Staff 

The tree lawn, also referred to as the public right-of-way, is the green space between the curb and sidewalk.  Property owners 
need permission from the Village before planting or removing trees in the right-of-way.  If you believe there is a problem with a 
tree on the public right-of-way, please call to have an employee check it before attempting corrective matters on your own. 
 
Homeowners are essential partners with the Village in restoring and preserving our community forest.  Trees provide a protective 
leaf canopy that helps make Whitehouse a safe, healthy and attractive place to live.  We all benefit from combined efforts to pro-
tect and care for our trees.  The Whitehouse Tree Commission and Village employees play an important part in assuring that our 
trees are planted and protected.   
 
The Tree Commission has developed a Tree Master Plan that specifies what type of trees are best suited for our climate, type of 
soil, location, and life expectancy.  That Plan is followed by all developers in new subdivisions and is required by residents who 
live in existing neighborhoods and are replacing trees in the tree lawn/right-of-way.   
 
In an effort to encourage property owners to purchase and plant approved trees, the Village has adopted a Tree Reimbursement 
Program and a Tree Memorial Program.  Information on these programs and more about the Tree Commission can be found on 
the Village website:  www.whitehouseoh.gov/government/boards-commissions. 

Submitted by Judy Kethel, Tree Commission Member 

What an AWesome 2016-2017 school year it was for the stu-
dents, staff, and community of Anthony Wayne!  The stu-
dents of the District achieved at high levels in the areas of 
academics, athletics, and the arts. Anthony Wayne Local 
Schools would like to thank the community for its support 
that allows the District the ability to offer outstanding oppor-
tunities to the students in order for them to experience suc-
cess and be prepared for the next transitions in their lives.  

One group that achieved a great deal this school year is the 
Class of 2017.  On May 27, 365 students graduated from An-
thony Wayne High School. Of these graduates, 78% plan to 
attend a four year college, 7% will be entering the workforce, 
6% plan to attend a two year college, and 4% will be serving 
in the Armed Forces.  A few seniors are still undecided.  
These graduates received over six million dollars in scholar-
ships.  Senior Sanjay Jinka received one of the highest honors 
by being selected as a U.S. Presidential Scholar. The District 
is very proud of all of these students and wishes them the 

best.   

Success wasn’t limited to seniors.  Many students excelled in 
local, state, and national competitions.  They received honors 
in both instrumental and vocal music. The District also had art 
students that had pieces selected for awards and to display at 
exhibitions.  Some members of the FFA, FCCLA, and DECA 
were selected as State officers and many others received 
awards in a variety of competitions.  There was also a great 
deal of success in the area of athletics.  Individual athletes, as 
well as teams, won several league titles and other champion-
ships.   

The District is proud of all of these accomplishments and of 
the 2016-2017 school year.  It is the desire of the administra-
tion and staff to continue to focus on providing the strongest 
education that the community can be proud of and that will 
allow students the opportunity to pursue their interest and 
reach their potential by being well prepared.  Again, we thank 
the AW community for its support.  

Submitted by Kevin Herman, Assistant Superintendent 
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Volunteers Wanted.  On April 8, 2017, the Whitehouse Fire Department had its 
first recruitment open house, with the purpose of providing tours and recruiting 
volunteers.   Approximately 350 citizens toured the building and 9 potential volun-
teers came forward.  If you are a community minded individual and want to see 
what our fire department is all about, stop by to fill out an application.   A second 
open house will be held in October. 

Fourth of July Safety.  It is illegal to set off fireworks and Chinese lanterns in Ohio 
without a permit and pyrotechnics license.  Legal novelty fireworks in the State of 
Ohio include: party poppers, glow worms or snakes, and sparklers.   The approxi-
mate temperature of a novelty sparkler is 2000 degrees Fahrenheit and the same 
caution should be exercised as with an open flame.  According to the Burn Founda-
tion, approximately 3200 children are burned each year by fireworks.  If you have 
any questions about fireworks, please contact Deputy Fire Chief Jason Francis at 
419-877-0363 or email jfrancis@whitehouseoh.gov. 

Summer Safety:  As we approach summer, refresh yourself with a few safety 

tips:   1) Wear appropriate clothing, including a wide-brimmed hat, and always 

wear sunscreen when you are outside; 2) Take frequent water breaks to hydrate 
yourself; 3) Never leave kids or pets unattended in a vehicle; and 4) Find age-
appropriate swim lessons for your child and never leave them unattended near 
pools.  Don't rely on lifeguards to watch your children. 

Submitted by Jason Francis, Deputy Fire Chief 

KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS / PYTHIAN SISTERS ORGANIZATION 

The Pythian Castle located at 6761 Providence 
Street is an important historical building in 
Whitehouse.  Built in 1891, by the Knights of 
Pythias, with a construction bid of $2,987, it still 
stands prominently in the center of town.   
 
Over the years the building was altered but still 
retains many of the original features.  In 1917, 
the most significant change occurred, when the 
basement was added.  The building was held up and a basement was 
dug underneath.  To add head room, the ground level floor was 
raised.  Three stairways were added, changing the north and west 
facades.  The roof was replaced at a cost of $176 and due to the diffi-
culty in re-roofing, the tower in the northwest corner was removed.  
This altered the feeling of the building and it went from being the 
tallest in town to one of normal stature.  It is unclear when the fire 
escape was added to the north side of the building. 
 
Between 1891 and 1914, the Knights used only the second floor 
while the first floor was used for various purposes; including a black-
smith shop, grocery store, summer movie theater, restaurant and 
draft board.  In 1914, the Knights of Pythias obtained complete own-
ership of the building and used it exclusively as their meeting hall and 
social center. 
 
In the 1980s, the Knights turned ownership of the building over to 
the Pythian Sisters, an auxiliary group, who continued to own and 
hold meetings and events in it.  The building fell into disrepair and 
the second floor windows were boarded, the roof leaked, and the fire 

escape was no longer operational.  With the assis-
tance of Community Development Block Grants, 
the Sisters were able to do some repairs.  The roof 
was replaced, a new furnace installed, ceilings were 
repaired from the water damage, the boards were 
removed and the windows were reglazed,  the fire 
escape was repaired, and the exterior trim was given 
a fresh coat of paint.   
 

With a decline in membership and the costs of maintenance, the 
sisters decided to sell the building.  In 2012, a private individual 
purchased it and after major renovations and updates, while still 
preserving the historic look and feel, the building was updated and is 
now used as private office space.  It remains a beautiful and promi-
nent fixture in our downtown.  If you are interested in further infor-
mation, visit whitehouseoh.gov/having-fun/history.  
 
The Whitehouse Pythian Sisters have been active in the community 
since 1907 and continue to meet at the Whitehouse Library with a 
current membership of 21.  They strive to provide service to the 
community and provide help for the needy.  No longer straddled 
with the cost of maintaining the building, they are able to donate 
annually to charitable causes, including Veteran’s Memorial Park, 
Whitehouse Police Department Safety City and Senior Check Pro-
grams, Hope UM Church Wednesday luncheon, Whitehouse Li-
brary, AW Area Foodbank, and this year purchased new safety vests 
for the crossing guards at Whitehouse Elementary school.  For mem-
bership information, call 419-877-9704. 

Submitted by Village Staff 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 

Several construction projects will take 
place this summer.  Remember to 
slow down, watch for construction 
workers and vehicles, and pay atten-
tion to flaggers directing traffic.   

Repaving projects by ODOT will 
commence this summer on SR 64 and SR 295.  Road 
closures will not be implemented, but slight delays may 
be possible.  The Downtown Streetscaping Phase One 
project was completed this spring to enable a smooth 
surface up to the new curbs at intersections on Water-
ville and Providence Streets.   

Rupp Road will be closed to through traffic at the bridge 
with traffic maintained on both ends (Cemetery and Fin-
zel) for the Rupp Road Culvert and Storm Sewer Im-
provements, Phase One project that will continue 
through the end of July.   

Your patience and cooperation are appreciated as we 
continue to improve streets in the Village.   
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The American Legion is an organization 
dedicated to God and Country, with a 
membership of military veterans who 
take deep pride in the U.S. Flag and all 
that it means.  Since its inception nearly 
100 years ago, the Legion has been a 
stalwart champion of patriotic values, 
morals, culture and citizenship. 

The Americanism and Government Test Program of the Ohio American Le-
gion was created by Legionnaires of Ohio in 1936 and remains today as an-
other of the leading youth programs of the Ohio American Legion. 

This Test Program is open to students in grades 10, 11, and 12.  Students in 
grade 9 may take the test for practice only.  It is a fifty-question test com-
prised of true/false, multiple choice, and fill-in the blank.  These questions 
are written in such a manner to be current and topical to events, studies, and 
information being presented in Ohio high schools and  happening in Ohio and 
the nation.  A three-hundred-word essay is also part of this test and every 
student writes on the same essay topic. 

The Americanism and Government test is NOT designed to have one student 
compete against another.  It is designed to test an individual student’s 
knowledge of the following: The United States Flag, The Declaration of In-
dependence, and the United States Constitution.  The test also covers State, 
County, City, Township, Village, and School District governments in Ohio. 

On average, over 65,000 students participate in the Test Program annually.  
This year, the Whitehouse American Legion Post 384 winners are Nathan 
Mumdo, Natalie Keener, Raymond Self, Sara Powman-Beshwk, Jacob 
Lyons, and Madelyn Mangold. 

Submitted by Leroy Ryerson 

WHITEHOUSE AMERICAN LEGION POST 384 

 IMPORTANT DATES 

Mayor Donald L. Atkinson 

Council Members: 

Louann Artiaga 
Frank Billings 

Rebecca Conklin Kleiboemer 

Mindy Curry 

Robert Keogh 

Bill May, President of Council  
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• Council Meetings - 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 
7:00 pm 

• Planning Commission - 1st Mon, 7:00 pm 

• Board of Zoning Appeals - 1st Wed, 7:30 pm 

• Design Review Board - 1st Thurs, 6:30 pm 

• Arts Advisory Board - 2nd Wed, 6:00 pm 

• Tree Commission - 4th Thurs, 7:00 pm 

• Refuse collection - Mondays 

• Concert in the Park - June 24, 6 to 10 pm 

• Safety Town—June 26 - 30 

• July 4 - Offices closed 

• Founders Day - July 5.  Music, fireworks, 
bounce house, food, fun 

• Farmers’ Market - Saturday mornings July 
8 - September 30, 9 am to 12 pm 

• Donut Eating Contest - July 29, 11 am 

• Shred Day - July 29, 10 am to 12 pm 

• Dancing in the Park - August 19 

• BuskerFest - September 9 - Village Park 

• FallFest - September 30 - Village Park 

• Fall Frenzy at the Quarry - October 21 


