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E-Bikes and the Wabash Cannonball Trail 

 
The increasingly popular electric bicycle or e-bike can be seen more and more frequently on local roads and bikeways.  
These bikes look like traditional bikes but are equipped with an electric motor that can be used to assist the rider.  Being 
that they are electric, means that they do not use gasoline or emit exhaust fumes, and are quiet when the motor is used.  
But, are they allowed on the Wabash Cannonball Trail?  The short answer is YES. 
 
The Wabash Cannonball Trail is uniformly following the policy set forth by Metroparks Toledo.  As such, the following 
factors must be adhered to:  
 

a.  Speed – all operation must be kept within a reasonable speed as to not interfere, or endanger, the 
operator or other park patrons  

b.  Noise – no internal combustion motors allowed, all class ratings of electric motors permitted  

c.  Mass – all electric equipment operated must stay under a maximum weight of 100 lbs., without the 
operator  

d.  Width – must operate on marked multipurpose trails that are a minimum of 10 feet in width  
 
The primary concern is the safety of all trail users:  hikers, dog-walkers, joggers, traditional bicyclists, and others using 
the trails.  So maintain a reasonable speed, and signal to pedestrians when passing – the same courtesy as used while 
using traditional bikes. 
 
 

Who has the Right of Way on Shared-use Trails? 
 
Picture this – you are out hiking on a sunny day enjoying the Wabash Cannonball.  You look up from your reverie and see 
another person approaching on bicycle.  Who has the right of way?  The slower moving hiker has the right of way.  Bikes 
can maneuver much faster than a person.  How about if you encounter a horse?  Compared to those on foot or on bike, 
horses are larger, slower to change course and least predictable.  All trail users must yield to horses, giving them as much 
space as possible and keeping sudden movements and loud sounds to a minimum.   
 
If you are hiking as part of a group, walking to the right and in single-file will mean that faster trail users can pass easily.  
The same applies to bicyclists – ride single file so as not to take up the whole width of the trail.  It is trail etiquette to 
announce your presence when approaching from behind.  Ring a bike bell, or simply call out “passing on your left”. 
 
Other than making yourself known, letting nature’s sounds prevail is definitely a best practice.  Loud phone calls, music, 
and shouting are not things an outdoor enthusiast came to the trail to hear! 
 
Keeping dogs on a leash is more than just a courtesy, it is the expectation that every other person on the trail shares.  Even 
the friendliest dog bounding up to someone is startling and stressful, especially to small children.  Bikers and trail runners 
may not be able to slow in time to keep from a collision with a dog, and the interaction with a horse may be disastrous! 
 
Trail right of way can all be summed up in this graphic: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Excerpts taken from The Star Press (Muncie) July 6, 2022 
 



 
Other Trails Other Views: Michigan’s North Central State Trail 

 

We enjoy the Wabash Cannonball Trail for the unique 

perspective it provides. It’s relaxing to be on a safe, quiet, 

alternative to often busy roadways. So, it makes sense that 

when you take a vacation by car, you also have your bicycle 

with you to discover other trails during your travels. Many 

Northwest Ohioans often head north to summer/fall getaways 

in Northern Michigan. Of the many outstanding bike trails 

available in the Wolverine State, I can recommend quite a few; 

one of which is the North Central State Trail.  

 

According to its website Up North Trails.org, the 62-mile North 

Central State Trail “offers a multi-use trail adventure into 

Michigan's north woods, with connections to well-established 

tourist towns at both ends. With its new crushed limestone 

surface and a reasonable mileage between towns, this trail will 

surely tempt touring cyclists to try a weekend trek to famous 

Mackinac Island and back. Northern Michigan scenery from 

hilly agricultural fields, quaint little towns, forests, lakes and 

rivers to native wildlife and wildflowers abounds.  

 

The southern terminus of the trail starts in Gaylord and the 

Otsego County Fairgrounds. The trail will take you north 

through Vanderbilt, Wolverine, Indian River, Topinabee, 

Cheboygan and, finally, Mackinaw City. There are many opportunities to enjoy amenities and scenery along the 

way, including public beaches, parking, restrooms, and restaurants.” 

 

During a car trip Up North, my wife and I took a break from the 

expressway and explored the NCST starting in Topinabee; a 

small community about 30 miles south of Mackinaw City. 

Overlooking Lake Mullet, Topinabee is a short car ride from I-

75. Heading north, take exit 313; then follow M-27 North into 

town.  

 

There is plenty of parking, restrooms, a beach, and a small 

grocery store across the street from trail access. We headed 

north and along the way were spectacular views of the lake as 

the trail hugs the shore. Stay on the trail and eventually you 

leave the lake and passing through Cheboygan and to the end of 

the trail in Mackinaw City. 

 

Once there, you may be tempted to ride the ferry to Mackinac 

Island; which is a bike rider’s paradise as cars are not allowed 

on the Island. We’ll look into that adventure later.   

   

Dave Blyth, Editor 

 



Trinity Lutheran Church 
Community Room 

410 Taylor St 

Delta, Ohio 

 

NORTA Annual Volunteer Recognition Dinner  

and General Membership Meeting 
October 27, 2022 

 

Join us on Thursday, October 27 for our annual business meeting in Delta.  Hear about all of the trail 

accomplishments for the past year.  Meet your current board of trustees and elect the trustees for the 

coming year.  Share the evening with fellow members and enjoy a buffet dinner of champagne chicken 

and Salisbury steak, plus sides and dessert.  The cost of this year’s event is $25 per person. 
 

5:30 - 6:00 Meet & Greet 

6:00 - 6:45 Dinner 

6:45   Meeting 

 

Dinner Reservation Form 
 

Number of Guests _______ @ $25 

 = Total $__________ 

 

Name (s) _____________________________________  

 

                 _____________________________________ 

 

 

Membership Form 
NORTA’s membership year runs from September 1 through Aug 31.  Your membership dues support the day-to-day 

operations of Northwestern Ohio Rails-to-Trails Assoc., Inc. and entitles you to cast your vote for the board of trustees at 

the annual business meeting.  Your membership and/or donations are tax-deductible as NORTA is a 501(c)(3) charitable 

organization.  Memberships can also be renewed online at www.WabashCannonballTrail.org/membership. 

 

Choose a Membership Level: 

□ Senior/Student $10      □ Individual $15 □ Family $25 

□ Business/Organization $50   □ Patron $100 

□ Lifetime $1,000 

□ Please add an additional donation of $_______ 

□ Yes, I would like to help out this all-volunteer organization.  Contact me with news of special projects or events. 

 

Name: __________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, ZIP: ___________________________________________ 

 

Email: ______________________________ Phone: ______________ 

 

Please complete the form(s) and send a check or money order payable to NORTA to:  

NORTA, Inc. 

P.O. Box 234, Delta, OH 43515 


