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CALL TO ORDER – ROLL CALL – PRAYER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Meeting called to order at 6:30pm by Mayor Rich Bingham. 

 

Council Members Present: Louann Artiaga, Dave Riggenbach, Carrie Touhy, Steve Fine, 

Joseph Bublick and Larry Yunker 

 

Council Members Absent: N/A 

 

Staff Present: Municipal Administrator Jordan Daugherty, Deputy Administrator Joshua 

Hartbarger, Solicitor Kevin Heban, Police Chief Allan Baer, Fire Chief Jason Francis, Public 

Works Director Mike Hill and Clerk of Council Nicole Hartbarger 

 

Guests Present: James Cairl, Nan Myers, Ed Schimmel, Jon & Babs Marshall 

 

Council Prayer was given by Shawn Bellner of Cedar Creek Church. 

 

Mayor is requesting to reserve the right to enter into two separate executive sessions at the 

end of the meeting, prior to adjournment.  

 

Motion by Councilman Artiaga, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to add both executive 

sessions to the agenda prior to adjournment. 6 ayes 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Fine to approve the minutes of 

the February 3rd, 2026, Council meeting. 6 ayes 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilman Riggenbach to approve the 

bills totaling $34,866.96 dated February 13th, 2026, the Addendum bills totaling $186,283.49 

dated February 17th, 2026. 6 ayes 

 

PERSONS TO APPEAR BEFORE COUNCIL 

Mayor Bingham asked if there were any people to appear before Council. 

 

Edward Schimmel, Candidate for State Representative of Ohio’s 44th District 

Schimmel introduces himself to Mayor and Council. He is currently the Mayor of 

Northwood, OH, was previously involved with Council and TMACOG. Has been an 

attorney for 23 years and is a farmer as well. Explains to Council where the 44th Ohio District 

lies – covers a wide area including Whitehouse. Quickly mentions a few bills that are going 

into the Ohio State House and how he hopes to be involved in the result and planning of 

those. Shares his website with Council and mentions he is active on Facebook and has some 

literature available to share with all. No questions from Council at this time. 

 

Request by Jon Marshall for Ernie’s Angels Car Show 

Jon Marshall mentions he and his wife put on this car show every year. Current venue from 

previous years, they have outgrown. Asking now to host at Whitehouse Park. Have discussed 

with staff, will need to more than likely block off a part of the street near the park for the 

duration of the event. Have historically had around 100 cars, they are now pushing for 200 

this year. Mayor asks if any concerns with the event from staff, there were none. Artiaga 

asks about fees, there are none associated with this event. 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilman Bublick to approve the request 

to host Ernie’s Angels Car Show in Whitehouse Park. 6 Ayes. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Mayor Bingham asked if there were any committee reports to share.  

 

 



 

Regular 

 

 

                                                                                          February 17,                             26 
 

 

 

Report on the January 29th, 2026 Tree Commission Meeting 

Fine shares that the group confirmed new members for this year and elected officers. 

Reviewed tree planting for the upcoming spring. Looking at a spring seminar. Discussed the 

story book walk and have two additional books in the queue currently. Looking at creating 

an orientation binder for new commission members.  

 

Report on the February 4th, 2026 Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting 

Hartbarger shares that this first meeting was for quick organizational purposes. The group 

elected officers for the year and discussed process for the new members. 

 

Report on the February 10th, 2026 Fire Dependency Board Meeting 

Artiaga shares the group approved the previous meetings minutes. They then elected officers 

for the board for the upcoming year. Elected Daryl McNutt for the fifth at-large member of 

the board.  

 

Report on the February 10th, 2026 Committee of the Whole Meeting 

Fine shares that the first topic discussed was the idea of a resident survey. It was decided to 

go ahead with creating a survey. The committee reviewed the previous survey’s questions 

and made updates for a new survey. Fine comments the committee next heard about the 

plans for purchase of a public works vehicle. Lastly the committee did a quick review of 

upcoming meetings and projects they would like to make sure are added to the list to be 

addressed for the year. 

 

Report on the February 17th, 2026 SOPEC Board Meeting 

Fine shares that the group approved the previous meetings’ minutes. They also approved the 

finance report and merged two committees. Funds were approved for the Village of Racine. 

 

Report on the February 2026 TMACOG Policy Board Sub-Committee Meeting 

Fine shares this was a sub-committee meeting of the metropolitan area policy board. The 

policy board approves federal funding for roadways. This was the third or fourth meeting of 

this sub-committee. The group recommended increasing the cap for small grants from $500k 

to $625k along with other ideas. These recommendations will go to the larger policy board’s 

upcoming meeting. 

 

REPORT OF THE MAYOR 

Mayor Bingham shares reminders for upcoming events. Coffee with the Mayor and Council 

is upcoming on Saturday March 14th at the Buzz Diner. The Village Easter Egg hunt is 

upcoming on March 21st. Mayor has been asked to return to the National Girl Scout Day 

event. First summer concert series is scheduled for May 21st. Cherry Fest is June 11-13th; 

asks Artiaga about the trailer previously used by Council for the parade. Mayor shares that 

there has been advertising for the open tree commission spot – there have been three 

interested so far. Planning to honor the Varsity Girls Cheerleading team who won a national 

championship title. 

 

REPORT OF THE CLERK OF COUNCIL 

Mayor Bingham asked for any items to report from Clerk of Council Hartbarger. There were 

none. 

 

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATOR 

Daugherty shares he will be reaching out to schedule the next finance committee meeting.  

 

Request Authorization for Legislation Authorizing the Administrator to Purchase a 

2026 Ford F250 Pickup Truck and Accessories for Use by the Public Service 

Department for the Village of Whitehouse, Lucas County, Ohio 

Daugherty shares there is a timing piece to this – hoping to approve as an emergency. 
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Motion by Councilman Riggenbach, seconded by Councilman Bublick to approve 

legislation Authorizing the Administrator to Purchase a 2026 Ford F250 Pickup Truck and 

Accessories for Use by the Public Service Department for the Village of Whitehouse, Lucas 

County, Ohio. 6 Ayes 

 

Operations Report Summary 

Hartbarger shares there was a preliminary meeting with the chamber regarding Cherry Fest 

and possible updates and changes for this coming year. Should see requests from the Cherry 

Fest committee in the next 4-6 weeks. 

 

REPORT OF THE LAW DIRECTOR 

Mayor Bingham asks Solicitor Heban for any items to report. There were none. 

 

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT HEADS 

Chief Francis shares that he provided the January 2026 statistics. Francis shares that the 

department received a grant from the State Fire Marshall office – allowed for one more 

inspector and several fire/ems instructors on the department roster. They also received an 

Ohio Tech grant for training which will cover pediatric advanced life support training. This 

will help 14 paramedics. Francis comments in April he will be presenting on the potential 

new medic unit to be purchased. 

 

Public Works Director Hill shares that many updates have been finalized in the shelter house 

– suggests for all to stop by and check out.  

 

Chief Baer shares that the statistics from January 2026 were included in the packet. Annual 

report will be available soon. Police Department citizens academy is coming up in April.  

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS 

Mayor Bingham asks for Citizen Comments pertaining to Agenda items. There were none. 

 

ORDINANCES 

Mayor Bingham asked Solicitor Kevin Heban for any ordinances to be reviewed or voted 

on. There were none. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

Mayor Bingham asked Solicitor Kevin Heban for any resolutions to be reviewed or voted 

on.  

 

A. Resolution 05-2026: Authorizing the Administrator to Purchase a 2026 Ford F250 

Pickup Truck and Accessories for Use by the Public Service Department for the 

Village of Whitehouse, Lucas County, Ohio 

 

Motion by Councilman Yunker, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to approve Resolution 

05-2026 to be read by title only, as an emergency. 6 Ayes 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilman Fine to approve to suspend the 

rules and have the second and third reading of Resolution 05-2026 by title only. 6 Ayes 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Bublick to approve Resolution 

05-2026 by title only, declaring an emergency. 6 Ayes 

 

Motion by Councilman Yunker, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to adopt Resolution 

05-2026: Authorizing the Administrator to Purchase a 2026 Ford F250 Pickup Truck 

and Accessories for Use by the Public Service Department for the Village of 

Whitehouse, Lucas County, Ohio. Third reading vote by name. 6 Ayes 
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COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Yunker comments he is happy to be back and enjoying the good weather. 

 

Artiaga shares she attended the meeting in Waterville with Council members there and 

Waterville Township. Topic was Waterville JEDZ, more of a conversation between 

Waterville and Waterville Township. The multi-use trail was discussed – all like the idea of 

it connecting between Whitehouse and Waterville. Discussed the difficulty of it going across 

the highway.  

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

Mayor Bingham asks if there are any citizen comments to share. There were none. 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Fine at 6:56pm to enter into an 

executive session pertaining to ORC121.22(G)(2) to consider the purchase of property for 

public purposes. 6 Ayes 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilman Yunker at 7:04pm to 

reconvene the Council meeting. 6 ayes 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Fine at 7:05pm to enter into an 

executive session pertaining to ORC121.22(G)(3) conference with attorney for the public 

body concerning disputes involving the public body that are subject of pending or imminent 

court action. 6 Ayes 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy at 7:36pm to 

reconvene the Council meeting. 6 ayes 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:36pm. 6 ayes 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ ___________________________________ 

Duly Appointed Clerk of Council  Mayor 


