
































WHITEHOUSE POLICE DEPARTMENT

6925 PROVIDENCE STREET, P.O. Box 2476
WHITEHOUSE, OHIO 43571
PHONE 419-877-9191 FAX 419-877-1014
ALLAN D. BAER, CLEE - CHIEF OF POLICE
BRADLEY A. BAKER - POLICE CAPTAIN

AGENCY CORE VALUES

HONESTY - INTEGRITY - RESPECT - EXCELLENCE - PROFESSIONALISM

1. Class 1: E-bikes that provide electric assistance only when the rider is
pedaling and until the bicycle reaches a speed of 20 mph.

2. Class 2: E-bikes that provide electric assistance regardless of
whether the rider is pedaling but do not provide electric assistance
once the e-bicycle reaches a speed of 20 mph.

3. Class 3: E-bikes that provide electric assistance only when the rider is
pedaling and until the bicycle reaches a speed of 28 mph.

E-bikes should not be confused with motorized bicycles (or “mopeds”), although they are
both vehicles under Ohio law. The laws in this section apply to all bicycles, including E-
bikes.

Ohio law (ORC 4511.522) makes a strict distinction between electric bicycles (under
750 watts, operable pedals) and high-power electric motorcycles.
« E-Bikes (Class 1-3): Do not require registration, insurance, or a license, and can
use bike lanes.

» Electric Dirt Bikes: Are not considered bicycles because they do not have pedals
and often exceed 28 mph.

Where to Ride Electric Dirt Bikes
« Private Land: Permitted with owner consent.

« Private Tracks/Off-Road Parks: Designated areas.

« Public Parks/Trails: Generally prohibited unless specifically designated for
motorized dirt bikes.

Class 3 E-Bikes do require a helmet and require the rider to be of the age of 16 (But do
NOT require a Driver’s License).

Like bicycles, E-Bikes do not require helmets (even for juveniles), but helmets are
encouraged.

E-Bike Path Usage:
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IN OUR COMMUNITY BY PROVIDING SUPERIOR POLICE SERVICES, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH CITIZENS,
TO PREVENT CRIME AND TO ENSURE A SAFE ENVIRONMENT.
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e Class 1 and Class 2 e-bikes (with a max speed of 20 mph) are allowed on bike paths and

shared-use paths. However, the motor must not be engaged if the e-bike is upon any

sidewalk and must be under pedaled power (R.C. §4511.711).

e Class 3 e-bikes (with a max speed above 20 mph) may not be operated on bike paths,
shared-use paths or sidewalks unless the path is adjacent to the roadway

(A) Every bicycle or electric bicycle when in use at the times specified in section 4513.03 of the
Revised Code, shall be equipped with the following:

e (1) Alamp mounted on the front of either the bicycle or electric bicycle or the operator
that shall emit a white light visible from a distance of at least five hundred feet to the
front and three hundred feet to the sides. A generator-powered lamp that emits light
only when the bicycle or electric bicycle is moving may be used to meet this
requirement.

e (2) Ared reflector on the rear that shall be visible from all distances from one hundred
feet to six hundred feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of head
lamps on a motor vehicle;

Penalties for Violations:

e Violations of these laws are strict liability offenses, which means intent is not required

for prosecution.
e Penalties include:
Minor misdemeanor for a first offense.

Misdemeanor of the 4th or 3rd degree for repeat offenses within one year.

A Shared Responsibility:
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Parents, guardians, and e-bike riders, please take the time to understand these regulations and
operate with respect to others in our community. The safety of pedestrians, children, and other

road/path users depends on your responsible behavior.

This announcement is issued in the interest of public safety and community harmony. Let’s all

do our part to keep our neighborhoods safe and enjoyable for everyone.

If a citizen observes reckless or unsafe operation of an E-Bike call Dispatch at 419-255-
8443 (non-emergency) or 911 to report the incident/s as it occurs so that a Whitehouse

Officer can respond.

Ohio Revised Code/Ohio Law links have been posted below for reference.

Section 4511.522 - Ohio Revised Code | Ohio Laws

Section 4511.522 - Ohio Revised Code | Ohio Laws
l (A) (1) On and after January 1, 2020, manufacturers and distributors of electric bicycles shall permanently affix a
I a prominent location, to each electric bicycle. The label shall specify whether the electric bicycle is a class 1, class
i class 3 electric bicycle, the top assisted speed that the electric bicycle is capable of reaching, and the motor watt

the electric ...

codes.ohio.gov

Section 4511.711 - Ohio Revised Code | Ohio Laws

Section 4511.711 - Ohio Laws

(A) No person shall drive any vehicle, other than a bicycle or an electric bicycle if the
motor is not engaged, upon a sidewalk or sidewalk area except upon a permanent or
duly authorized temporary driveway. This prohibition does not apply to a law
enforcement officer, or other person sworn to enforce the criminal and traffic laws of the
state, using an electric bicycle with the motor engaged ...

codes.ohio.gov

Section 4511.56 - Ohio Revised Code | Ohio Lawsf
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373.08 RECKLESS OPERATION; CONTROL, COURSE AND SPEED.

(a) No person shall operate a bicycle or electric bicycle:

Without due regard for the safety and rights of pedestrians and drivers and occupants of all other
vehicles, and so as to endanger the life, limb or property of any person while in the lawful use of
the streets or sidewalks or any other public or private property;

Without exercising reasonable and ordinary control over such bicycle or electric bicycle;

In a weaving or zigzag course unless such irregular course is necessary for safe operation in
compliance with law;

Without both hands upon the handle grips except when necessary to give the required hand and
arm signals, or as provided in Section 373.02(d),

At a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under the conditions then existing.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on a first offense; on a
second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor of the
fourth degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first offense, the person is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

373.09 PARKING OF BICYCLE.

(a) No person shall park a bicycle or electric bicycle upon a sidewalk in such a manner so as to
unduly interfere with pedestrian traffic or upon a roadway so as to unduly interfere with vehicular
traffic.

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor on a first offense; on a
second offense within one year after the first offense, the person is guilty of a misdemeanor of the
fourth degree; on each subsequent offense within one year after the first offense, the person is
guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

373.10 MOTORIZED BICYCLE OPERATION, EQUIPMENT AND LICENSE.

(a) No person shall operate a motorized bicycle upon any street or highway or any public or
private property used by the public for purposes of vehicular travel or parking, unless all of the
following conditions are met:

The person is fourteen or fifteen years of age and holds a valid probationary motorized bicycle
license issued after the person has passed the test provided for in Ohio R.C. 4511.521, or the person
is sixteen years of age or older and holds either a valid commercial driver’s license issued under
Ohio R.C. Chapter 4506, or a driver’s license issued under Ohio R.C. Chapter 4507, or a valid
motorized bicycle license issued after the person has passed the test provided for in Ohio R.C.
4511.521, except that if a person is sixteen years of age, has a valid probationary motorized bicycle
license and desires a motorized bicycle license, the person is not required to comply with the
testing requirements provided for in Ohio R.C. 4511.521;

The motorized bicycle is equipped in accordance with rules adopted by the Ohio Director of Public
Safety and is in proper working order;
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The person, if under eighteen years of age, is wearing a protective helmet on the person’s head
with the chin strap properly fastened, and the motorized bicycle is equipped with a rear-view
mirror; and
The person operates the motorized bicycle when practicable within three feet of the right edge of
the roadway obeying all traffic rules applicable to vehicles.

(b) No person operating a motorized bicycle shall carry another person upon the motorized
bicycle.

(c) The protective helmet and rearview mirror required by subsection (a)(3) of this section shall,
on and after January 1, 1985, conform with rules adopted by the Ohio Director of Public Safety.

(d) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. (ORC 4511.521)

373.11 PROHIBITED AREA FOR SKATEBOARDS, ROLLER BLADES AND
BICYCLES; YIELDING TO PEDESTRIANS.

(a) No person shall ride or park any bicycle, operate any skateboard, roller skates, in- line skates
or similar devices upon the following designated sidewalks of the Village:

All sidewalks parallel to the west side of Providence Street between the intersection of Otsego
Street and Shepler Street and the east side of Providence Street between the intersection of
Waterville Street and Shepler Street.

(b) Whenever any person rides or operates a bicycle in areas not defined by this section, such
person shall at all times yield the right of way to all pedestrians and shall give audible warning
signals before overtaking and passing all pedestrians.

(c) Members of the Village Police Department are hereby authorized to seize and impound
any bicycle which is ridden or operated in violation of the provisions of this section. Any bicycle
so seized and impounded shall be held by the Police Department for a period, not exceeding
sixty days, or until the owner thereof, or if the owner is a minor, the owner and such owner’s
parent or guardian, shall personally call at the Police Division and give assurance that such
violation shall not be repeated. Repeat violations of this section, or acts deemed in serious
violation of this section, shall be subject to the penalty provisions of Section 303.99(a).

(Ord. 12-92. Passed 9-1-92.)

373.12 PATHS EXCLUSIVELY FOR BICYCLES.

(a) No person shall operate a motor vehicle, snowmobile, or all-purpose vehicle upon any path
set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles, when an appropriate sign giving notice of such use is
posted on the path.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect any rule of the Ohio Director of Natural
Resources governing the operation of motor vehicles, snowmobiles, all-purpose vehicles, and
bicycles on lands under the Director’s jurisdiction.
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(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever violates this section is guilty of a
minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted
of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section
is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever
violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing
factor to the commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established
under Section 303.991 of the Traffic Code.

373.13 ELECTRIC BICYCLES.

1) The operation of a class 1 electric bicycle and a class 2 electric bicycle is permitted on a path
set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles or on a shared-use path, unless the Municipality by
resolution, ordinance, or rule prohibits the use of a class 1 electric bicycle or class 2 electric bicycle
on such a path.

No person shall operate a class 3 electric bicycle on a path set aside for the exclusive use of
bicycles or a shared-use path unless that path is within or adjacent to a highway or the Municipality
by resolution, ordinance, or rule authorizes the use of a class 3 electric bicycle on such a path.

No person shall operate a class 1 electric bicycle, a class 2 electric bicycle or a class 3 electric
bicycle on a path that is intended to be used primarily for mountain biking, hiking, equestrian use,
or other similar uses, or any other single track or natural surface trail that has historically been
reserved for nonmotorized use, unless the Municipality by resolution, ordinance or rule authorizes
the use of a class 1 electric bicycle, a class 2 electric bicycle, or a class 3 electric bicycle on such

a path.

Subsections (a)(2) and (a)(3) of this section do not apply to a law enforcement officer, or other
person sworn to enforce the criminal and traffic laws of the state, using an electric bicycle while
in the performance of the officer’s duties.

1) No person under sixteen years of age shall operate a class 3 electric bicycle; however, a person
under sixteen years of age may ride as a passenger on a class 3 electric bicycle that is designed to
accommodate passengers.

No person shall operate or be a passenger on a class 3 electric bicycle unless the person is wearing

a protective helmet that meets the standards established by the Consumer Product Safety
Commission or the American Society for Testing and Materials.

1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, whoever operates an electric bicycle in a
manner that is prohibited under subsection (a) of this section and whoever violates subsection (b)
of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender
previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense,
whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year
of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle
or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.
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The offenses established under subsection (c)(1) of this section are strict liability offenses and
strict liability is a culpable mental state for purposes of Ohio R.C. 2901.20. The designation of
these offenses as strict liability offenses shall not be construed to imply that any other offense, for
which there is no specified degree of culpability, is not a strict liability offense.
(ORC 4511.522)(ORC 4511.713)
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RESOLUTION NO. 27-98
A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE SIDEWALK POLICY AND

PLAN FOR THE VILLAGE OF WHITEHOUSE, LUCAS
COUNTY, OHIO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, the Village Council adopted revised Platting Regulations on April 1,
1997; and

WHEREAS, the revised Platting Regulations required concrete sidewalks to be
installed in accordance with the Village Sidewalk Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission and Streets, Water, Sewer and Sanitation
Committee have recommended a Sidewalk Policy and Plan;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE
OF WHITEHOUSE, LUCAS COUNTY, OHIO, three-fourths (3/4) of all members elected
thereto concurring, that;

SECTION I: The Village of Whitehouse Sidewalk Policy and Plan attached
hereto as Exhibit “A” and the Sidewalk Master Plan attached hereto as Exhibit “B” are
hereby adopted.

SECTION II: It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of this
Council concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were adopted in an
open meeting of the Council and that the deliberations of this Council and any of its
committees that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public in
compliance with all legal requirements as mandated by the Charter of the Village of
Whitehouse.

SECTION Ill: This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety of said
Village and its inhabitants, and for the further reason that this Resolution is necessary

to provide for the orderly growth and development of the Village of Whitehouse and

surrounding environs.



WHEREFORE, this Resolution shall take effect and be in fult force immediately

upon its passage and approval.

VOTE ON EMERGENCY MEASURE: Yeas O

Nays ¢
Adopted October 20, 1998, as an EMERGENCY MEASURE.

o i a5 A 2 H
Xoed (|t L4
Stanley J. Wielinski, Mayor

ATTEST:
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~ Linda G. Koluch, Clerk of Council



Exhibit “A”
Village of Whitehouse
Sidewalk Policy and Plan

The purpose of the Sidewalk Policy and Plan is to provide a safe environment
for pedestrians to travel to major designation points and on heavy traveled
roadways.

Sidewalks shall be included in all new single family subdivisions that contain, on
average, lots of 19,999 square feet or less. New subdivisions averaging 20,000
square feet or more will not be required to install a sidewalk uniess it abuts a
collector street or greater as identified on the Sidewalk Master Plan.

Sidewalks shall be required on all street frontages for new multi-family
developments and existing areas as designated on the Sidewalk Master Plan

Map.

Sidewalks shall be required in the Downtown Commercial Zoning District and all
other commercial zoning districts.

Sidewalks shall be installed on all streets and roadways that lead to a public
park or a public/private school.

Sidewalks may be waived for cul-de-sac streets, provided they are not over 600
feet in length.

Sidewalks in residential areas shall have a minimum width of five feet.
Sidewalks in commercial areas shall have a minimum width of six feet.

Nothing in the Sidewalk Policy and Plan shail be construed to amend other
provisions in Chapter 909 of the Municipal Code.



CERTIFICATE

I, LINDA KOLUCH, Clerk of Council of the Village of
Whitehouse, Lucas County, Ohio, do hereby certify that the
foregoing Rescolution was duly published by posting in said

Village for not less than 15 days ending /Vbrﬂhﬂé%ﬂ” G

.
1992 in accordance with R.C. 731.25.

1 ! EARN &P
Linda Koluch, Clefk of Council

of the Village of Whitehouse, Lucas
County, Ohio




Resolution 27-98
Exhibit "B"
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