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CALL TO ORDER – ROLL CALL – PRAYER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Meeting called to order at 6:30pm by Mayor Rich Bingham. 

 

Council Members Present: Louann Artiaga, Dave Riggenbach, Carrie Touhy, Steve Fine, 

and Larry Yunker 

 

Council Members Absent: Joseph Bublick 

 

Staff Present: Municipal Administrator Jordan Daugherty, Deputy Administrator Joshua 

Hartbarger, Solicitor Kevin Heban, Police Chief Allan Baer, Fire Chief Jason Francis, Public 

Works Director Mike Hill and Clerk of Council Nicole Hartbarger 

 

Guests Present: Craig Whitman, Mark O’Neil, Nan Myers, Tom Vincent, Joe Rose, Tim 

Tuohy and Jeff Heaney 

 

Council Prayer was given by Sister Cheryl Darr of Lial. 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Fine to approve the minutes of 

the March 17th, 2026, Council meeting. 5 ayes 

 

Motion by Councilman Riggenbach, seconded by Councilwoman Artiaga to approve the 

bills totaling $99,666.58 dated April 2nd, 2026, the Addendum bills totaling $878,113.66 

dated April 7th, 2026. 5 ayes 

 

PERSONS TO APPEAR BEFORE COUNCIL 

Recognition of Anthony Wayne High School Cheerleaders 

Mayor Bingham shares that his wife and he have followed the cheerleaders’ journey this 

year. He shares some words with the cheerleaders including that they are an extraordinary 

group of athletes and they have brought pride to our entire community. Shares well known 

figures who began their journeys as cheerleaders – all share foundation of discipline, 

confidence and leadership. Sportsmanship, hard work, teamwork, deep sense of community 

– this team has embodied these traits every single day. Amazing success at the state and 

national levels. First national championship in school history was the result of countless 

hours of practice, dedication and belief in one another. Congrats on incredible season and 

historic achievements. Coach Erica Black shares a few comments. She thanks the Mayor and 

Council for recognizing the team and their achievements. Athletes worked very hard this 

season, and the team has a very special bond. Black also shares a thank you for all athlete 

parents, they supported a lot along the way. Mayor shares certificates of achievement with 

coaches. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Mayor Bingham asked if there were any committee reports to share.  

 

Report on the Fallen Timbers Union Cemetery District Meeting 

The group met on March 16th at 5:30pm at Wakeman. All members were present. No public 

comments. Financial report included expenses, revenue and a final cash balance of $553,774. 

Operations and maintenance spring duties began slightly earlier than normal. Reviewed 

contractor mowing cost. Cleaned up tree storm damage. Obtain new equipment for 

maintaining the property. Due to weather pushed back a bit but still on track to work on 

determining what needs to be done to improve drainage in Wakeman – third section to be 

built, there are some catch basins but don’t yet lead out to anything, nowhere for the storm 

water to go to. Continued discussion regarding staffing, long term goal of current contractors 

becoming full time employees – discussion on wages, benefits, PTO, health insurance, etc. 

No decisions made, did have some action items from the discussion – cost comparisons, etc. 

Next meeting is scheduled for April 20th, 2026.  
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Artiaga asks about annual meeting where quorum is required – Yunker will follow up and 

get details. Artiaga asks if there will be recommendation for increase in millage – Yunker 

says there is no recommendation to increase this year, believes this will stay true for the 

annual meeting, no increase. Artiaga asks about making contractors employees, feels there 

was discussion at last annual meeting to increase the millage with the effort to put those 

funds toward making the contractors full time employees – asking if this decision of full 

time will be pushed off further when those funds were set for that purpose. Yunker says there 

was some concern with contract labor and if the right people were in the right spots – since 

then a seasonal employee has been hired. At the beginning of this year, it was brought back 

up with the new panel of trustees, will continue this discussion at the next meeting. Yunker 

is doing some pay scale research compared to other cemeteries and their full-time 

employees. He does not feel like this will sit for the entire year, a decision will be made. 

 

Report on the March 18th, 2026 Lake Erie West Meeting 

Fine shares that this was a meeting of the Metropolitan planning organization policy board. 

Transportation block grants were discussed; federal funds awarded every other year. Some 

late comments were received on current scoring, will assess these and decide on scoring in 

the near future. Approved several administrative actions including updated procedures for 

advisory committee and the metro planning org FY2027 plans. 

 

Report on the April 1st, 2026 Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting 

Deputy Administrator Hartbarger shares this was called to order at 6pm. One appeal to 

review: 01-2026 Jason Jennings at 6214 Cemetery Road, construction of new garage. Limit 

is 20 ft, requesting a 3 ft 7 in variance, this was approved fully. 

 

REPORT OF THE MAYOR 

Mayor Bingham asks for the approval to go into two executive sessions the end of the 

meeting. 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to enter into two 

executive sessions at the end of the meeting regarding ORC 121.22(G)(2) to consider the 

purchase of property for public purposes and 121.22(G)(3) conference with attorney for the 

public body concerning disputes involving the public body that are subject of pending or 

imminent court action. 5 ayes 

 

Bingham shares that the Easter egg hunt was very well attended and went well. A lot of 

positive comments. Tree commission meetings upcoming will be interviewing for new 

member. Arbor Day celebration at Whitehouse Park coming up in April. On April 25 will 

be reading proclamation at Girl Scout day. Cherry fest is coming up scheduled for June 11-

13.  

 

One request from the Mayor. He was at the party for two volunteer firefighters that retired. 

Asking to consider volunteer firefighters in longevity pay – asking to make sure these long-

time volunteers are recognized appropriately. 

 

REPORT OF THE CLERK OF COUNCIL 

Mayor Bingham asked for any items to report from Clerk of Council Hartbarger. There were 

none. 

 

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATOR 

Request Authorization for Legislation Authorizing the Administrator to Purchase 

Road Salt for Use by the Public Service Department During the Calendar Years 2026-

2027 for the Village of Whitehouse, Lucas County, Ohio  

Administrator Daugherty shares that this is the annual purchase of road salt, have to secure 

with state bid. Asking this be authorized for execution as an emergency. 
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Motion by Councilwoman Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Fine to authorize the 

Administrator to Purchase Road Salt for Use by the Public Service Department During the 

Calendar Years 2026-2027 for the Village of Whitehouse, Lucas County, Ohio, 5 ayes 

 

Daugherty shares a reminder for the Finance Committee meeting before next Council 

meeting at 6pm. Committee of the Whole, next Tuesday, has five items. New medic unit 

purchase with property tax funds - Chief Francis has memo ready to update. Street and parks 

rules for use of e-bikes - receiving more administrative complaints. Sidewalk plan has been 

shared with some of Administrations ideas, will have time to review and ask questions. 

Ready now to present the DORA plan that has been fully vetted – this will be covered. Last 

year second Council of July was canceled along with Committee of the Whole – asking if 

Council wants to discuss a summer schedule – this will be talked through so Administration 

can be ahead of any days off.  

 

Tuohy asks if DORA is going on ballot – Heban confirms no – asks why marijuana was 

voted on by residents but this is not going to the ballot. 

 

Operations Report Summary 

Hartbarger shares that the annual events with the Whitehouse third graders are coming up in 

May. On May 8th at 1:30pm the third graders will be coming to Village Hall. On May 15th 

at 2pm, the Kid Mayor and Council event will take place at the school. 

 

REPORT OF THE LAW DIRECTOR 

Mayor Bingham asks Solicitor Heban for any items to report. There were none. 

 

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT HEADS 

Chief Francis shares promotions occurred last week. Transitioning officers and shift 

assignments changes are going on currently. ISO insurance rating, 2024 was last audit 

looking to see how this can be improved; easiest so far found is drivers education training 

with obstacle course and classroom lessons. Francis has provided March stats. Yunker asks 

about the current rating, Francis shares it is 33x. 

 

Chief Baer shares that promotions occurred last week for the Police Department as well. 

Currently accepting applications for safety town, filling up quickly. Michael Dulbs 

completed FTO programming and is working 3rd shift – working out very well. Riggenbach 

asks if Baer has provided e-bike recommendations to Administration – Baer says yes this 

has been discussed several times.  

 

Public Service Director Hill shares two items. 2027 ODOT resurfacing State Route 295 to 

Airport highway, part of this will come through Village – no funding required from Village 

but asking for legislation to be passed for this work to be approved – asking if this needs to 

be discussed at length during Committee or can it go right to agenda. Council confirms it 

can go right to the Council meeting agenda. Second item is regarding Whitehouse Square 

Townhomes construction; inspection projected 10 weeks for completion, contracted 

Kleinfelder to inspect for $28.5k, asking for extension of four weeks for Kleinfelder, total 

will now be $39,400 – will need Council’s approval for this requested extension. Village 

does get reimbursed 100% from the developer for these inspection fees. Council agrees to 

move this directly to Council and does not need to discuss it at the Committee of the Whole. 

Heban says do not need legislation – it is under statutory but over Daugherty’s spending 

limit.  

 

Motion by Councilman Riggenbach, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to approve contract 

extension for Kleinfelder. 5 ayes 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS 

Mayor Bingham asks for Citizen Comments pertaining to Agenda items. 
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Mark O’Neil - 6558 Oakbrook Drive: O’Neil shares that he resides at the corner of 

Temperance and Oak Brook; stating the new development will be his backyard. Mostly 

against the development but does recognize people want to move to Whitehouse. Areas of 

concern for himself and other residents that he wants to share. If development does move 

forward what are the plans for safety measures – Oak Brook already an area of concern and 

this will congest more; asks what is leadership willing to do to ensure safety like speed 

bumps, etc. Interested in knowing the Mayor’s stance as a law enforcement officer. Another 

concern is that AW schools are already approaching capacity.  

 

Craig Whitman - 11360 Waterville Street: Whitman shares that in reviewing current 

proposal at least 10 lots need variances. Suggesting staying at S1 with no variances. Current 

R2 drawing lines up with what the R2-PUD would be. Tuohy asks what Council is voting 

on. Heban confirms voting on the zoning change – not anything else. Artiaga asks if plans 

have been submitted for approval – staff confirms no – but there is a temporary plan. This 

must be approved by Zoning and Planning Commission which then needs final approval by 

Council. Whitman reiterates he is concerned with the density that this development will 

bring. Concerned with the number of people stopped for speeding right now, this could add 

160 more cars to the area. 

 

 

ORDINANCES 

Mayor Bingham asked Solicitor Kevin Heban for any ordinances to be reviewed or voted 

on.  

 

A. Ordinance 04-2026: Authorizing a Zoning Change for Certain Property Located 

Within the Village of Whitehouse (2nd Reading) 

 

Motion by Councilman Riggenbach, seconded by Councilman Fine to approve Ordinance 

04-2026 to be read by title only, as an emergency. 5 ayes 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

Mayor Bingham asked Solicitor Kevin Heban for any resolutions to be reviewed or voted 

on.  

 

A. Resolution 08-2026: Authorizing the Administrator to Purchase Road Salt for Use 

by the Public Service Department During the Calendar Years 2026-2027 for the 

Village of Whitehouse, Lucas County, Ohio  

 

Motion by Councilman Riggenbach, seconded by Councilwoman Artiaga to approve 

Resolution 08-2026 to be read by title only, as an emergency. 5 ayes 

 

Motion by Councilman Riggenbach, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to approve to 

suspend the rules and have the second and third reading of Resolution 08-2026 by title only. 

5 Ayes 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Fine to approve Resolution 08-

2026 by title only, declaring an emergency. 5 Ayes 

 

Motion by Councilman Yunker, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to adopt Resolution 

08-2026: Authorizing the Administrator to Purchase Road Salt for Use by the Public 

Service Department During the Calendar Years 2026-2027 for the Village of 

Whitehouse, Lucas County, Ohio. Third reading vote by name. 5 Ayes 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Yunker comments on the ongoing discussion regarding full-time employees for FTUCD. 

Part of discussion intended to be had is that if it is decided to make adjustments to current  
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salary for the positions, they do anticipate that those salary changes will be made retroactive 

back to where the millage was increased with funds being planned for this topic. 

 

Artiaga asks about the park and discussions on accessibility which could rearrange and affect 

master plan from several years ago. Asking if doing major renovations to the park, asking to 

consider public opinion and possibly forming a Parks Committee with Council members and 

residents to make plans and redo master plan. Fine comments one quick way to get answers 

would be to add a question regarding the park to the citizen survey that is being sent out. 

 

Riggenbach asks, if possible, for update on Flybar and status of Pharmacy. Mayor comments 

Flybar is still open and operating – Francis shares that product is being shipped out and 

coming in and they are operating. Still updating on west end of building, EPA is still doing 

periodic checks.  

 

Tuohy thanks residents for coming with their opinions on the new build/zoning change. Feels 

traffic is going to be the biggest issue – Temperance Street will be the main street into that 

development. Already have issues with fast traffic through the area. Will focus on helping 

push the safety issue with this topic. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

Mayor Bingham asks if there are any citizen comments to share. 

 

Jeff Heany - 11250 Centerville Street: Heany shares that he has noticed it is track season, 

kids running up and down Weckerly. Asks Chief Baer if there is any safety concern for these 

track kids. Baer comments no control over the school – this is the first that has been brought 

up. Comments that this concern could be taken to the school board or school principal. 

Riggenbach comments there will be a multi-use path down Weckerly in the future so this 

will help several years down the road. 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilman Riggenbach at 7:28pm to enter 

into executive session regarding ORC 121.22(G)(2). 5 ayes 

 

Motion by Councilman Riggenbach, seconded by Councilwoman Artiaga at 7:46pm to 

reconvene the Council meeting. 5 ayes 

 

Motion by Councilman Riggenbach, seconded by Councilman Yunker at 7:47pm to enter 

into executive session regarding ORC 121.22(G)(3). 5 ayes 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy at 8:15pm to 

reconvene Council meeting. 5 ayes 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:15pm. 5 ayes 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ ___________________________________ 

Duly Appointed Clerk of Council  Mayor 


