
 

Regular 

 

 

                                                                                          April 21,                             26 
 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER – ROLL CALL – PRAYER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Meeting called to order at 6:30pm by Mayor Rich Bingham. 

 

Council Members Present: Louann Artiaga, Dave Riggenbach, Carrie Touhy, Steve Fine, 

Joe Bublick and Larry Yunker 

 

Council Members Absent: N/A 

 

Staff Present: Municipal Administrator Jordan Daugherty, Deputy Administrator Joshua 

Hartbarger, Solicitor Kevin Heban, Police Chief Allan Baer, Fire Chief Jason Francis, Public 

Works Director Mike Hill and Clerk of Council Nicole Hartbarger 

 

Guests Present: James Cairl, Craig Whitman, Jeff Heaney, Nan Myers, Tim Tuohy, Wendy 

Gehring, Mark O’Neil, Lori Neff, John Neff, Online – Randy Ringle, Michael, Andrea 

Riggenbach 

 

Mayor Bingham requests to enter into an executive session after citizen comments regarding 

ORC 121.22(G)(3): Conference with attorney for the public body concerning disputes 

involving the public body that are subject of pending or imminent court action and ORC 

121.22(G)(8): To consider confidential information related to negotiations with other 

political subdivisions respecting requests for economic development assistance. 

 

Council Prayer was given by Jen Carroll of CedarCreek Church 

 

Motion by Councilman Fine, seconded by Councilwoman Artiaga to enter into executive 

session after citizen comments regarding ORC 121.22(G)(3) and ORC 121.22(G)(8). 6 ayes 

 

Motion by Councilman Yunker, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to approve the minutes 

of the April 7th, 2026, Council meeting. 6 ayes 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilman Riggenbach to approve the 

bills totaling $44510.98 dated April 17th, 2026, the Addendum bills totaling $83,977.58 

dated April 21st, 2026 and the February 2026 Financial Statements. 6 ayes 

 

PERSONS TO APPEAR BEFORE COUNCIL 

Request for Summer Concert Series on May 21st, June 18th and July 16th 

Hartbarger shares that the summer concert is coming up on May 21st, 2026. This will be the 

first one of the 2026 summer season. Asking for permission to close Lucas St as has been 

done in past years.  

 

Motion by Councilman Bublick, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to approve the summer 

concert series. 6 ayes 

 

Request for Cherry Fest June 11-13, 2026 

Wendy Gehring speaking on behalf of the AW Chamber of Commerce. Shares that there are 

some good changes this year included more involvement from local businesses directly in 

the AW area. Military night is Thursday night of the festival as in years past. Majority of the 

festival is the same as years past. Adventure Distilling is the presenting sponsor this year. 

Gehring shares that the chamber is requesting a waiver of fees associated with the Cherry 

Fest – this request has been approved in years past.  

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to approve the 

Cherry Fest on June 11-13, 2026 and waive the associated fees. 6 ayes 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Mayor Bingham asked if there were any committee reports to share.  



 

Regular 

 

 

                                                                                          April 21,                             26 
 

 

 

 

Report on the April 8th, 2026 Lake Erie West Meeting 

Fine shares that this was for the Metropolitan Planning Organization Board. This meeting 

was held to make decisions on grant funding and spending, the suggested updates were 

approved at this meeting.  

 

Report on the April 14th, 2026 Committee of the Whole Meeting 

Fine shares that this was a full meeting. Topics included discussing the plans for a possible 

DORA in Whitehouse, new medic unit, e-bikes and current issues being shared in the 

community, sidewalk master plan and ordinance review, updated survey questions to include 

possible updates to Village Park and playground area and discussing summer meeting 

schedule.  

 

Report on the April 21st, 2026 Finance Committee Meeting 

Riggenbach shares that minutes were approved from the July 2025 meeting. A few 

clarifications made on the variances showing in the provided reports. Requested to add 

capital account revenue to the revenue page. Would like to share some feedback in the future 

regarding the recent audit, this will be discussed at the July 2026 Finance Committee 

meeting.  

 

REPORT OF THE MAYOR 

Proclamation 

Mayor Bingham shares the Arbor Day proclamation. This will be shared with the 

Whitehouse Primary 3rd graders at the upcoming Arbor Day Celebration where the 3rd 

graders will be planting trees in Village Park. April 29th, 2026 proclaimed Arbor Day in the 

Village of Whitehouse. 

 

Bingham shares that Matt Marria was chosen from those who applied to be a new member 

of the Tree Commission. 

 

Motion by Councilman Riggenbach, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to approve the 

appointment of Matt Marria to the Whitehouse Tree Commission. 6 ayes 

 

Mayor shares that the Boy Scouts will be visiting soon and is asking for two Council people 

to help with this as the Boy Scouts earn their government badge. Arbor Day event is 

upcoming at 1:30pm on April 29th. National Girl Scout Day is this coming Saturday in 

Maumee where Mayor will be reading a proclamation. Station Day at Village Hall with the 

Whitehouse Primary 3rd graders will be on May 8th, asking for two council members to join. 

Kid Mayor and Council will be on May 15th at Whitehouse Primary school. First summer 

concert series is upcoming on May 21st. Cherry Fest is approved and will be June 11th-13th. 

 

REPORT OF THE CLERK OF COUNCIL 

Mayor Bingham asked for any items to report from Clerk of Council Hartbarger. There were 

none. 

 

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATOR 

Request Authorization for Legislation for an LPA-ODOT-Let Project Agreement 

Daugherty shares the legislation for the ODOT project has been drafted. Looking for action 

for approval tonight. 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilman Yunker to authorize legislation 

for an LPA-ODOT-Let Project Agreement. 6 ayes 

 

Request Authorization to go out for Fire Equipment Bids 

Looking for approval to go out to bid for required fire equipment. 
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Motion by Councilman Riggenbach, seconded by Councilman Bublick to authorize Fire 

Equipment bids. 6 ayes 

 

Daugherty shares that Fine reported on the discussed summer meeting schedule. Dates were 

confirmed for the summer schedule. All agree of the schedule in June, July and August. 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Fine to approve the summer 

Council meeting schedule with one Council meeting the first Tuesday of June with 

Committee of the Whole the second Tuesday, Council meeting the first Tuesday in July and 

Council meeting the first Tuesday in August with Committee of the Whole the second 

Tuesday in August. 6 ayes 

 

Daugherty asks about the topic of changing the start time on the current Council and 

Committee of the Whole meetings. Yunker shares with all in attendance that there was a 

request from department heads for Council to consider changing the time of the Council 

meetings from 6:30 to some time earlier in the meeting. Looking to have less time to work 

over on meeting nights as staff and department heads. Yunker understands the request, but 

urges Council to ask why they are here – they are here to represent the public and allow the 

public to speak when needed. Moving the time earlier would make it much harder for the 

public to attend. Yunker shares a quick study on surrounding areas and their meeting times; 

he found that majority of the surrounding areas are starting at 6:30pm, with 6:00pm and 

7:00pm being a popular time as well. Yunker comments that Village Council meetings used 

to be at 7:00pm and were moved to 6:30pm a few years ago. Artiaga shares that years before 

that the meetings started at 8:00pm. Yunker suggests making sure the employee handbook 

states that there is flexibility in the department heads’ schedules to offset the time they are 

committing to being at the Council meetings. Council members thank Yunker for his 

research – Council decides not to vote on changing the Council meeting time.  

 

Operations Report Summary 

Mayor Bingham asks Hartbarger for any items to report. There were none. 

 

REPORT OF THE LAW DIRECTOR 

Mayor Bingham asks Solicitor Heban for any items to report. 

 

Heban asks Council to consider amending the agenda – the ODOT legislation is currently 

listed as Resolution 09-2026 but it should be Ordinance 07-2026. 

 

Motion by Councilman Riggenbach, seconded by Councilman Fine to update the ODOT 

legislation to be titled Ordinance 07-2026. 6 ayes 

 

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT HEADS 

Public Works Director Hill shares that SR-295 will be closed starting Monday for 11 days, 

at RT-64 and SR-295. The state is doing some drainage work in preparation of bigger 

updates coming next year.  

 

Police Chief Baer shares his appreciation to all officers, school staff and parents with the 

threat that occurred at AW school campus this last Friday. Took several hours for officers to 

sweep the buildings, cars, etc. Neighboring agencies came and helped which was helpful. 

Baer wanted to make sure all were aware of the great response to this situation. 

 

Fire Chief Francis gives update on purchasing cardiac monitors soon, the department is 

currently working on trialing different types. Staff will give input on what they like and don’t 

like on the different types. Francis shares that the department is currently working on 

updating their pre-plans for incidents. These include hazmat plans, sewer plans, etc.  
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CITIZEN COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS 

Mayor Bingham asks for Citizen Comments pertaining to Agenda items. 

 

Mark O’Neil – 6558 Oakbrook Drive: O’Neil shares that last time he was here he shared 

comments on safety regarding the zoning update being voted on tonight. He feels that Oak 

Brook is a dragstrip and there is the possibility of residents getting hurt by adding even more 

traffic to the area. He’s asking Council to consider this and hope for safety plans or updates 

to this area if zoning changes are passed.  

 

Craig Whitman – 11360 Waterville Street: Whitman did some research on Lone Oak, most 

houses have 2-3 cars, adding all these additional houses will increase this number of cars in 

the area exponentially. Feels there could be an issue with water pressure in the area as well. 

Concerned with more traffic on Waterville St., Temperance St. etc. 

 

Jeff Heaney – 11250 Centerville Street: Heaney comments that with looking at all these 

additional houses, the residents are opposed to the density that is being presented. Feels the 

Village cannot handle this many new homes, and the schools cannot handle all the additional 

families. Heaney feels that more people does not equate to better circumstances.  

 

Lori Neff – 11242 Centerville Street: Neff shares that they have recently moved to the 

Village, bought a new house looking out over a large field behind and now have recently 

learned that there will be a housing development built there. She would like to appeal that 

there be some dedicated green space in this area if the development does go forward. Neff 

is concerned that the Village does not have the infrastructure to handle this many more 

homes. 

 

Charlie Grass – housing developer: Grass comments that he wants to share some thoughts 

on a few things. He reached out to Kevin Herman superintendent of AW schools regarding 

the concern with additional families. Grass shares that he learned there has been decline in 

attendance, not issues with overflow. Grass shares density information on developments near 

the proposed new development. Grass shares that he did some research on the traffic 

concerns, reached out to a company who complete traffic studies – using the tripgen web 

app. Confirms there will be three outlets coming out on to Waterville St so the traffic will 

not be condensed all to one exit.  

 

ORDINANCES 

Mayor Bingham asked Solicitor Kevin Heban for any ordinances to be reviewed or voted 

on.  

 

A. Ordinance 04-2026: Authorizing a Zoning Change for Certain Property Located 

Within the Village of Whitehouse (3rd Reading) 

 

Motion by Councilman Riggenbach, seconded by Councilman Fine to approve Ordinance 

04-2026 to be read by title only, as an emergency. 6 ayes 

 

Riggenbach asks for time to have discussion on this ordinance. He shares with all that he 

lives in Whitehouse Valley, his backyard is on Weckerly Road. Riggenbach brings this up 

to shares that he leaves and comes home at the busiest times of the day and feels there is no 

traffic issue. He does not feel that the capacity argument of the schools is factual. He does 

feel a serious concern on jutting through on Temperance and Oak Brook – if this is passed 

he wants serious discussion on safety such as implementing speed bumps and other safety 

measures. Tuohy shares that she witnessed today a construction truck cutting through the 

neighborhood streets instead of using the main roads through town, no issue with this, other 

than speed being too high – feels that this will be a path used a lot by residents to avoid 

heavy traffic which causes more traffic on these smaller streets. Mayor confirms that all of 

these safety concerns can be addressed – Heban confirms yes. Tuohy shares she is concerned  
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with any variances that may be approved for this development, does not want any variances 

allowed. Riggenbach confirms if Council approves an R2, not as dense as the R2-PUD but 

the Planning Commission can approve variances that increase the density above and beyond 

the standard R2 – Fine confirms that Council can override these passed variances. Heban 

suggests Council members attend the Planning Commission meetings to see what is being 

discussed in those meetings.  

 

Motion by Councilman Artiaga, seconded by Councilman Riggenbach to adopt Ordinance 

04-2026: Authorizing a Zoning Change for Certain Property Located Within the 

Village of Whitehouse. 4 ayes, 2 nays 

 

 

B. Ordinance 07-2026: Accepting the Following Agreement with the Ohio Department 

of Transportation. 

 

Motion by Councilman Riggenbach, seconded by Councilman Yunker to approve 

Ordinance 07-2026 to be read by title only, as an emergency. 6 ayes 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilman Yunker to approve to suspend 

the rules and have the second and third reading of Ordinance 07-2026 by title only. 6 Ayes 

 

Motion by Councilman Yunker, seconded by Councilman Fine to approve Ordinance 07-

2026  by title only, declaring an emergency. 6 Ayes 

 

Motion by Councilman Fine, seconded by Councilman Yunker to adopt Ordinance 07-

2026: Accepting the Following Agreement with the Ohio Department of Transportation. 

Third reading vote by name. 6 Ayes 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

Mayor Bingham asked Solicitor Kevin Heban for any resolutions to be reviewed or voted 

on. There were none.  

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Yunker shares that the Fallen Timbers Union Cemetery District has an upcoming joint 

district meeting on May 11th, 2026. Asking for a quorum of Whitehouse Council members 

to be there – verifying enough are available. Yunker asks for Clerk Hartbarger to attend as 

well. 

 

Artiaga comments that considering the current vote to update the zoning she has had a few 

residents ask for the speed to be lowered on Waterville St. in this general area. Heban 

comments that he will get a memo drafted to Council, a traffic study will have to occur and 

they will consider the number of driveways and how close they are to each other. Heban 

shares this will cost around $5,000. 

 

Riggenbach thanks Daugherty for the draft letter to the Planning Commission regarding 

sidewalks being required for all properties. He feels this is ready to go to the Planning 

Commission. Riggenbach confirms he will fully support safety measure for the Oak Brook, 

Temperance, etc. area, regardless of if the new subdivision goes in – with these comments it 

should be looked at today if there are that many issues.  

 

Fine shares that he has not yet had a chance to read the letter to the Planning Commission 

but will do so. He gives his thanks to Chief Baer and the Police Department for their quality 

preparation of incidents such as the one that occurred. Fine invites anyone who is interested 

to attend the Arbor Day event on April 29th at 1:30pm.  

 

Mayor asks Chief Baer if it has ever been considered to put the speed signs in the Oak Brook 

area. Chief says they do have ones that have been purchased and can be moved around the  
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community. Baer does confirm that this is the first time he is hearing concerns about the 

speed in this area. Chief Baer asks that anyone who has any traffic complaint on speed or 

anything else to please report this to the department so officers are aware and can be 

monitored. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

Mayor Bingham asks if there are any citizen comments to share. 

 

Jeff Heaney - 11250 Centerville Street: Heaney asks about extending the no passing zone on 

SR-64. Would the state need to adjust the Village border to be able to extend this no passing 

zone. Heaney does like the idea of the self-policing speed limit signs. Suggest a venue for 

people to cross Waterville St near Oak Brook.  

 

Hill confirms that this would require the petitioning of the state and speed study. Heban says 

with Whitehouse becoming a City during the next census Whitehouse will have more control 

over the state routes.  

 

Mark O’Neil – 6558 Oakbrook Drive: O’Neil comments on what Riggenbach shares about 

the school capacity. He confirms he is not sure but knows the last three school levies failed 

and with this failure some bussing could be cut off for students who live within 1 mile of the 

schools. Concerned if this happens that there will be a lot more kids walking to school than 

there is today.  

 

Wayne King – 6760 South Street: King is here to request the use of the Veterans Memorial 

Park for the Memorial Day event on May 25th, in the morning. Shares that the Mayor will 

speak; the additional speaker has recently been deployed and may not be able to attend. 

Asking for traffic control as in years past. King shares that on May 3rd at 2pm the flags out 

at Whitehouse cemetery will be replaced with Boy Scouts helping. King shares that the 

Legion will be starting a Boy Scout troop to continue to support boys who have graduated 

out of the Cub Scout troop. 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilman Riggenbach to allow the use 

of Veterans Memorial Park and requested traffic control for the Memorial Day event on May 

25th, 2026. 6 ayes 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Tuohy, seconded by Councilwoman Artiaga at 7:47pm to enter 

an executive session regarding ORC 121.22(G)(3) and ORC 121.22(G)(8) and inviting in 

Toby Miller. 6 ayes 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy at 8:30pm to 

reconvene the Council meeting. 6 ayes 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:31pm. 6ayes 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ ___________________________________ 

Duly Appointed Clerk of Council  Mayor 


