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CALL TO ORDER – ROLL CALL – PRAYER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Meeting called to order at 6:30pm by Mayor Rich Bingham. 

 

Council Members Present: Louann Artiaga, Dave Riggenbach, Carrie Touhy, Steve Fine, 

Joe Bublick and Larry Yunker 

 

Council Members Absent: N/A 

 

Staff Present: Municipal Administrator Jordan Daugherty, Deputy Administrator Joshua 

Hartbarger, Solicitor Kevin Heban, Police Chief Allan Baer, Fire Chief Jason Francis, Public 

Works Director Mike Hill and Clerk of Council Nicole Hartbarger 

 

Guests Present: Jeff Heaney, Nan Myers, David Ludwig, Brandon Elliott, Stephanie Phillips, 

Whitehouse Primary 3rd Grade Teachers, Whitehouse Primary Kid Mayor and Kid Council 

members and families 

 

Council Prayer was given by Village Administrator Jordan Daugherty 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Bublick to approve the minutes 

of the April 21st, 2026, council meeting. 6 ayes 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilman Riggenbach to approve the 

bills totaling $30,525.34 dated May 1st, 2026, the Addendum bills totaling $154,815.26 dated 

May 5th, 2026. 6 ayes 

 

PERSONS TO APPEAR BEFORE COUNCIL 

Recognition of Kid Mayor and Council 

Mayor Bingham shares that he had a chance to meet all the students last Wednesday at the 

Arbor Day celebration. Mayor lets the students know that they will be deciding something 

very important for the Village during the Kid Mayor and Council event a week from this 

coming Friday. Mayor presents certificates to each of the Kid Council members and Kid 

Mayor. Mayor shares that all kids are invited to ride with Mayor and Council during the 

Cherry Fest parade.  

 

Request for The Distinguished Gentlemen’s Ride on May 17, 2026 

Representative for the ride shares they are looking to use the parking lot across from Local 

Thyme along with the Social Park area.  

 

Motion by Councilwoman Tuohy, seconded by Councilwoman Artiaga to approve the 

request for the Distinguished Gentleman’s Ride on May 17th, 2026. 6 ayes 

 

Request for Whitehouse Farmers Market, Sundays June 14, 2026 - August 30, 2026 

Stephanie Phillips is present from AW Area Chamber of Commerce. Looking to bring the 

farmers market back. Promoting local produce farmers, artisans and possibly local crafters. 

Starting off small this year and looking to use the blue pavilion area. Artiaga asks hours, 

Phillips confirms 1-4pm on Sundays. Phillips comments that all Council are invited to show 

up and interact with attendees. 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Fine to approve the request for 

the Whitehouse Farmers Market occurring Sundays from June 14th, 2026 to August 30th, 

2026. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Mayor Bingham asked if there were any Committee reports to share.  
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Report on the Fallen Timbers Union Cemetery District Meeting 

Yunker shares that all trustees were present. Financial report included revenue of $7,408.07, 

expenses of $9,619.91 and current balance of $551,568.94. This report was unanimously 

approved. Appropriations amendment was approved. Other items discussed include that 

lawn cutting for the season has begun. Tree damage due to high winds, these are being 

cleared. Neighbors next to Wakeman cemetery have been assisting with ditch clearing to 

improve drainage on the property. Purchase of Stihl tools has been put on hold for the time 

being. Engineers will be reviewing driveway and drainage updates to use the next section of 

the cemetery. Staffing and labor was discussed. Part time contractor recently resigned; 

discussed what to do to fill this position. Executive session was held for personnel matters. 

Decision was made to adjust the salary for the Sexton to $29/hr with 10 personal days and 

to continue the current medical stipend of $2,600 annually. The assistant position that was 

previously filled will be listed; as of today, unofficially, there is a person being decided on 

for this position. Contracts will be prepared for these updated staff positions including 

formalized pay structure with steps. The group approved the buy back of a number of 

cemetery lots. Next regular meeting is May 18th, 2026. 

 

Joint district meeting is Monday, May 11th, 2026 – Daugherty will confirm the actual start 

time of this joint meeting.  

 

Report on the April 16, 2026 Tree Commission Meeting 

Fine shares the group reviewed the tree inventory report, little storm damage to trees up to 

that day. Discussion was held on Arbor Day planning and that event has since been held. 

Spring seminar was discussed, will be on mosquito control. Discussed idea of a parks 

planning commission, would like to have Tree Commission member participate on that 

commission if it is created. Held an executive session regarding personnel matter. 

 

REPORT OF THE MAYOR 

Appointment of Joe Urenovitch to the STJEDZ Board 

Mayor shares that Urenovitch is a defense litigator and a great supporter of Whitehouse. 

Asking for Council to approve his appointment. 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilman Yunker to approve the 

appointment of Joe Urenovitch to the STJEDZ Board. 6 ayes 

 

Mayor shares a shout out to Carrie Tuohy, had a great meeting with the Boy Scouts recently 

that she was a part of, they were able to get their government badge after that meeting. Arbor 

Day event went well, weather held off with no rain. Station day at Village Hall is this Friday 

starting at 1:30pm – asking for at least two council members to arrive around 1:15. Kid 

Mayor and Council is on May 15th starting at 2:15pm at Whitehouse Primary along with 

Judge Hazard and Heban. Summer concert series starts May 21st. Cherry Fest is June 11-13; 

Mayor confirms Hartbarger will still be able to drive Council in the parade.  

 

Three new businesses at the Shops at Blue Creek have opened, there were a lot of attendees 

to the grand openings this past weekend. Thanks to Vito’s for handing out free pizza to draw 

people in.  

 

Mayor shares he went to a meeting last week with regional growth partnership where the 

Mayor of Toledo received an award from a sister city in Pakistan. Asking if Council is 

interested in having a sister city – learn a lot about the other culture, their business ties, etc. 

Tuohy asks what this would involve – Mayor shares learning more about this city, sometimes 

they visit from the other city to the US sister city, learn about government ties, no money 

involved. Artiaga likes the positive benefits that could come from this, would not hurt to 

check out and see what it would take to be involved; all others agree. Mayor will see if 

representatives of the sister city program can come to an upcoming Council meeting.  
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Mayor asks about updates on trash cans and trash pick-up when the wind is high. Hill shares 

there is not really an option to cancel due to a cancellation affecting other pick-ups the rest 

of the week. Residents can call the morning of and let ARS know they will not be putting 

their trash out in the high wind, the driver will be notified, and residents will be able to put 

out double the amount the next week. 

 

REPORT OF THE CLERK OF COUNCIL 

Mayor Bingham asked for any items to report from Clerk of Council Hartbarger. There were 

none. 

 

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATOR 

Mayor Bingham asks Administrator Daugherty for any items that he has to share. There were 

none. 

 

Operations Report Summary 

Mayor Bingham asks Hartbarger for any items to report.  

 

Hartbarger shares about the AW Senior Connection first looking for sustainable ideas to 

keep the group going; they were connected with Maumee senior center who supports 

Whitehouse and Waterville – looking to incorporate this even more under this umbrella. 

Created senior farmers market nutrition program, sign up at Village Hall on May 13th, for 

assistance to go to the farmers markets in the area, will be able to get tickets to purchase 

produce, Maumee will be including in the next budget cycle.  

 

Hartbarger shares letter written to Mayor, Daugherty and Council regarding his resignation 

due to the acceptance of an offer from the City of Maumee for the City Administrator 

position. Mayor thanks Hartbarger for his letter and time spent in Whitehouse. 

 

REPORT OF THE LAW DIRECTOR 

Mayor Bingham asks Solicitor Heban for any items to report. There were none. 

 

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT HEADS 

Public Works Director Hill shares that Whitehouse was awarded a 90/10 grant through 

ODOT systemic safety application – total project is $417k and the Village portion is $42k. 

Hill shares they will put these new traffic safety lights at the library crossing and Whitehouse 

Square Blvd crossing – street lights that will flash yellow then go solid yellow and red – 

safety provided is well worth the $42k cost. Council asks if the current flashing lights can 

be moved elsewhere, Hill confirms yes. Asking residents to give workers space to work on 

the crack sealing that will be going on soon. Artiaga asks about storm damage in the recent 

days – just one tree branch hanging on electrical wires on Maumee Street, Edison has been 

called to handle this.  

 

Fire Chief Francis shares that stats will be available soon, up 13% for April 2026 runs over 

April 2025. Currently, at a 4-5 run average per day. CPR training was completed for scout 

leaders, nine participated and were certified. Other scout leader certifications were done 

previously this year bringing this total to 17 now for the scout leaders. Hose testing was 

done, thank you to Cedar Creek church for allowing the Fire Department to use their parking 

lot; just over 10k feet of hose was tested. Currently in the process of preplanning, safety 

protocols for Cherry Fest and Founders Day – this takes a few week to get solid plans in 

place. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS 

Mayor Bingham asks for Citizen Comments pertaining to Agenda items. There were none. 

 

ORDINANCES 

Mayor Bingham asked Solicitor Kevin Heban for any ordinances to be reviewed or voted 

on. There were none. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

Mayor Bingham asked Solicitor Kevin Heban for any resolutions to be reviewed or voted 

on. There were none.  

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Yunker thanks Hartbarger for his years of service to Whitehouse. 

 

Artiaga shares that she will miss Hartbarger and appreciates him for his years of work in the 

Village. She asks about the target date for the survey to go out. Fine says that Hartbarger and 

he will try to get it out before June, Tuohy suggests flyers during Cherry Fest like was done 

in the previous survey year. Artiaga asks about forming the possible Parks Committee where 

they are asking for interest through the survey, Fine shares that they will get the information 

out asap so this can be formed around fall time if needed. 

 

Riggenbach says his congrats to Hartbarger, very happy for him. Asking what the process 

will be for replacing the COO position, so all know what the expectation will be. This will 

be reviewed. 

Tuohy shares congrats to Hartbarger, says he will do great, comments that he always has a 

team here behind him supporting him. Tuohy asks about emails or communication about 

Council goings-on, executive sessions, etc. asking if she has missed any emails or not 

included in something. Asking that Fine shares meetings being held with the Mayor either 

before or after so Council is aware if items come up from the meetings to the rest of the 

group.  

 

Fine thanks Hill for the grant obtained for the new streetlights crossing SR64. Shares his 

congrats to Hartbarger, will miss him but very happy for him. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

Mayor Bingham asks if there are any citizen comments to share. 

 

Brandon Elliot - 2652 Stamford Drive: Elliot shares that he was recruited by a company 

called Falcon Forge that brought up from Atlanta to the Whitehouse area. Joined Falcon 

Forge, doing work in Lucas County, six areas so far. What they do, gentle AI, tame AI, show 

companies how to safely use AI and topics that go along with it. Go beyond the ORC 9624 

requirements – compliance dashboard has been built, helps with cyber audit that will start in 

2027. Brigham Twp, Swanton, Monclova, and Richfield are municipalities he has worked 

with so far. Would like to share his business card and would like to have a conversation with 

Mayor and Daugherty when possible. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:16pm. 6ayes 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ ___________________________________ 

Duly Appointed Clerk of Council  Mayor 


