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CALL TO ORDER – ROLL CALL – PRAYER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Meeting called to order at 6:30pm by Mayor Rich Bingham. 

 

Council Members Present: Louann Artiaga, Dave Riggenbach, Carrie Touhy, Steve Fine, 

Joe Bublick and Larry Yunker 

 

Council Members Absent: N/A 

 

Staff Present: Municipal Administrator Jordan Daugherty, Deputy Administrator Joshua 

Hartbarger, Solicitor Kevin Heban, Police Chief Allan Baer, Fire Chief Jason Francis, Public 

Works Director Mike Hill and Clerk of Council Nicole Hartbarger 

 

Guests Present: Rory Hartbarger, Steve Bond, Tim Tuohy, Jenn Bingham, Rebecca Conklin 

Kleiboemer, Neil Raymond, AWHS Government Class students 

 

Council Prayer was given by Pastor Steve Bond from Community of Christ Lutheran Church 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilman Fine to approve the minutes of 

the May 5th, 2026, Council meeting. 6 ayes 

 

Motion by Councilman Bublick, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to approve the bills 

totaling $48,753.64 dated May 15th, 2026, the Addendum bills totaling $444,816.93 dated 

May 19th, 2026 and the March 2026 Financial Statements. 6 ayes 

 

PERSONS TO APPEAR BEFORE COUNCIL 

Mayor Bingham asks for anyone scheduled to appear before Council. There were none. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Mayor Bingham asked if there are any committee reports to share.  

 

Report on the Fallen Timbers Union Cemetery District Special Joint Meeting 

Yunker reports on the special joint FTUCD meeting that was held on May 11th, 2026. 

Millage for FTUCD was discussed and it will be the same amount as last year. Village of 

Whitehouse representative for the term starting January 1st, 2027 was up for appointment 

and Yunker was appointed to this opening. Yunker shares there was an update given on 

operations within the district as well. 

 

Report on the May 12, 2026 Committee of the Whole Meeting 

Fine reports that several topics were reviewed. These topics included: Daugherty talked 

about relining the sewer as discussed in the past, $1MM expense looking for federal grants 

or low interest loan; discussed traffic study regarding neighborhoods surrounding the newly 

rezoned area; discussed employee benefits including PTO, vacation time, recommendation 

to approve benefit changes; letter to Planning Commission regarding the requirement of 

sidewalks was finalized; reviewed possibly reinstating the Design Review Board in the 

future, no decision made. 

 

Tuohy asks for clarification on split vote for Committee of the Whole recommendations – 

Heban will review and let all know. 

 

REPORT OF THE MAYOR 

Recognition of Service to the Village of Whitehouse: Joshua Hartbarger 

Mayor Bingham shares that tonight is the last night for Deputy Administrator Hartbarger to 

be here for Council or Committee of the Whole meeting in his current role. Mayor shares 

comments about Hartbarger and his 25 years of service at Whitehouse.  
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Artiaga shares thoughts on Hartbarger and his service to Whitehouse, remembering him all 

the way back to his 3rd grade classroom. Riggenbach comments that wishes he would have 

met Hartbarger sooner and appreciates working with him. Tuohy thanks Hartbarger for 

always making everyone feel heard and that they have a voice. Fine thanks Hartbarger for 

his leadership and serving as a role model to all, the Village has been fortunate to have him 

serving in so many roles. Bublick thanks Hartbarger for getting him off on the right foot as 

a new Council person and thanks him for all years of respect and service. Yunker shares that 

his first interaction with Hartbarger was when he was working on the SAFR grant, the Fire 

Chief at the time asked for help to write up grant to support the new fire inspector position, 

this was 20 years ago and Yunker was very impressed with Hartbarger and where he was in 

his career. 

 

Bingham shares that the Kid Mayor and Council event went well on May 15th. Mayor 

reminds all of upcoming events: concert series kicks off on May 21st; Cherry Fest coming 

up on June 11-13th. Founders Day is scheduled for July 2nd. Bingham shares he did let the 

sister city group know that Whitehouse is interested in the program, will learn more at a 

future Council meeting. Ice cream with the Mayor and Council is scheduled for Saturday 

before school starts, August 15th, from 1-2:30pm as in previous years. 

 

REPORT OF THE CLERK OF COUNCIL 

Mayor Bingham asked for any items to report from Clerk of Council Hartbarger. Clerk 

Hartbarger thanks Mayor and all Council members for the kind words they shared regarding 

Deputy Administrator Hartbarger. It is always humbling for Clerk Hartbarger and her 

children who are present to hear accolades for the amazing service Deputy Administrator 

Hartbarger has given over the years. 

 

REPORT OF THE MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATOR 

Mayor Bingham asks Administrator Daugherty for any items to share.  

 

Daugherty jokes that one of the things he loves most about Hartbarger is that he is the exact 

opposite of himself, they work so well together. He comments that 15 years ago he told 

Hartbarger his future is whatever he wants it to be, he has ease with people, has continued 

to develop through the years. Daugherty wishes the best to Hartbarger; all he ever wanted 

was for Hartbarger to achieve satisfaction in his career. He comments to Hartbarger to don’t 

let people change who he is.  

 

Operations Report Summary 

Mayor Bingham asks Hartbarger for any items to report. There were none. 

 

REPORT OF THE LAW DIRECTOR 

Mayor Bingham asks Solicitor Heban for any items to report. 

 

Heban advises Council on going into executive session after citizen comments regarding 

ORC 121.22(G)(3). 

 

Motion by Councilman Fine, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to add an executive session 

to the agenda after citizen comments regarding ORC 121.22(G)(3) conference with attorney 

for the public body concerning disputes involving the public body that are subject of pending 

or imminent court action. 6 ayes 

 

Heban shares that it has been a pleasure working with Hartbarger, wishes him luck in 

Maumee. 

 

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT HEADS 

Public Works Director Hill shares that OPWC funding was approved at $258k for some 

resurfacing work. Hill shares the new truck came in today and there was a recent water main 

break in the park.  
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Fire Chief Francis shares that stats were provided for last month. Co-op meeting was held 

last week; discussed joint ongoing training, joint responses – trying to create more auto-aid 

responses; reviewed new equipment that Waterville has purchased and discussed proposed 

equipment for Whitehouse; ongoing mandates with the DEA. Dave Beakas turned in his 

letter of resignation as of May 31st, 2026; June 3rd will recognize him at association meeting 

– he is leaving the fire service to spend more time with family. Beakas has 34 years total in 

the fire service. Francis thanks Hartbarger for all his support and wishes him luck. Tuohy 

shares congrats to Francis on his recent college graduation.  

 

Police Chief Baer shares thanks to students who participated in rescue task force training 

last Thursday with fire, police, etc.; there were 20 actors. They try to get a level of realism 

for the ones participating in the training. Baer shares comments to Hartbarger; has known 

Hartbarger since 2018, and feels he has always brought Baer back to center, makes coming 

to work the best thing. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS 

Mayor Bingham asks for Citizen Comments pertaining to Agenda items. 

 

Rebecca Conklin Kleiboemer – 10934 Loan Oak Ct: speaking on resolution to honor 

Hartbarger. Comments have been wonderful to hear regarding Hartbarger. Conklin 

Kleiboemer shares that she has known Hartbarger since she was his babysitter many years 

ago. Served eight years on Council with Hartbarger in a leadership role; he embodies the 

spirit of Whitehouse. She comments Whitehouse is shining because of all the staff, elected 

officials, etc. Looking forward to seeing how things Hartbarger has done are replicated and 

innovated going forward. She suggests the best legacy for Hartbarger is to continue his 

leadership spirit. 

 

ORDINANCES 

Mayor Bingham asked Solicitor Kevin Heban for any ordinances to be reviewed or voted 

on. There were none. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

Mayor Bingham asked Solicitor Kevin Heban for any resolutions to be reviewed or voted 

on.  

 

A. Resolution 09-2026: Commending Joshua Hartbarger for Meritorious Service to the 

Village of Whitehouse, Lucas County, Ohio, As a Loyal Employee 

 

Mayor Bingham shares that this honor is very rare to the Village of Whitehouse; it has only 

been awarded a few times in history. 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Tuohy, seconded by Councilwoman Artiaga to approve 

Resolution 09-2026 to be read by title only, as an emergency. 6 ayes 

 

Motion by Councilman Bublick, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to approve to suspend 

the rules and have the second and third reading of Resolution 09-2026 by title only. 6 Ayes 

 

Motion by Councilman Yunker, seconded by Councilman Bublick to approve Resolution 

09-2026 by title only, declaring an emergency. 6 Ayes 

 

Motion by Councilman Yunker, seconded by Councilman Bublick to adopt Resolution 09-

2026: Commending Joshua Hartbarger for Meritorious Service to the Village of 

Whitehouse, Lucas County, Ohio, As a Loyal Employee. Third reading vote by name. 6 

Ayes 

 

Hartbarger addressing all. He comments this feels very surreal, thank you for all the 

comments. Thanks to all in the room, including his parents, kids and wife. He thanks his 3rd  
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grade teacher Barb Smigelski who taught him how to build bridges. Hartbarger thanks 

Council for trusting him and being there for him; he also thanks former Mayors and former 

Council members. Hartbarger thanks Daugherty for pushing and supporting him. He thanks 

Heban for teaching him so much over the years. Hartbarger shares his thanks to Hill; Hill 

and the previous Public Works Director taught him so much about public service. Hartbarger 

thanks Chief Baer, he taught a former Fire Chief what it really means to be a part of the 

Police Department. He shares that he is very proud of Chief Francis for where he is today, 

can’t wait to see what he does next for Whitehouse Fire Department. Hartbarger comments 

there is a reason why he has had 25 years of service here in Whitehouse, this is home. He is 

excited for the new opportunity, this is home but will be a good transition to Maumee. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Mayor Bingham asks for any Council comments. There were none. 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

Mayor Bingham asks if there are any citizen comments to share. There were none. 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy at 7:12pm to enter 

into an executive session regarding ORC 121.22(G)(3) conference with attorney for the 

public body concerning disputes involving the public body that are subject of pending or 

imminent court action. 6 ayes 

 

Motion by Councilman Yunker, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy at 7:42pm to reconvene 

the Council meeting. 6 ayes 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Councilwoman Tuohy, seconded by Councilwoman Artiaga to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:42pm. 6 ayes 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________ ___________________________________ 

Duly Appointed Clerk of Council  Mayor 


