Village of Whitehouse
Village Council Meeting As A
Committee of the Whole
Village Hall, Whitehouse, OH
6:30 April 14,2026

CALL TO ORDER - ROLL CALL
Meeting called to order at 6:30pm by President of Council Steve Fine.

Council Members Present: Dave Riggenbach, Carrie Tuohy, Joe Bublick, Larry Yunker and
President of Council Steve Fine

Council Members Absent: Louann Artiaga

Staff Present: Administrator Jordan Daugherty, Deputy Administrator Joshua Hartbarger, Public
Works Director Mike Hill, Fire Chief Jason Francis, Police Chief Allan Baer and Clerk of Council
Nicole Hartbarger

Guests Present: Joe Carter — Adventure Distilling

Motion by Councilman Riggenbach, seconded by Councilman Bublick to approve the minutes of
the March 10™, 2026 Committee of the Whole meetings. 5 ayes

CITIZEN COMMENTS ON COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA ITEMS
Council President Fine asked if there were any citizens present to comment on the Committee of
the Whole agenda items. There were none.

GENERAL

DORA

Administrator Daugherty shares a brief history — about five years ago idea of DORA was
presented, the Council group at that time was 50/50 split on the idea and asked for research to keep
happening. Around two years ago this was re-introduced, staff got the go ahead to do more detailed
research; they researched many other local DORA’s — Solicitor Heban is familiar with these and
the process. Staff have reviewed what the layout would be of the DORA, suggesting to expand
through the commercial area and up through the small quarry area. Map presented has been
reviewed and approved by staff and department heads. Hartbarger shares timeline; what is being
presented now is a draft plan. Administration will present an official plan, then there is a 45-day
waiting period to allow citizens to review the plan and share their comments with elected officials.
After the 45 days, there is no sooner than 30 and no later than 60 days for an ordinance to be
created and Council decides whether to adopt the plan or not. After this ordinance step staff would
submit to the State of Ohio. During the 30-day ordinance period the public would have the ability
to share comments as well. Hartbarger introduces Joe Carter from Adventure Distilling who has
been instrumental in researching this topic and helping with plans. Riggenbach asks about previous
discussions with moving the children’s park area — if this is moved would it then be easy to change
the specific area where the shelter house is to be included in the DORA. Hartbarger shares the
ability to move or update the map is there, but it would go back through the full process just like
with initial set up. Tuohy comments on this being passed as an ordinance but back when the
marijuana topic was brought up it was put through the voting/ballot process to allow the public to
make the decision. Riggenbach comments a motion would have to be made to make this a ballot
issue instead of just being pushed through as an ordinance; this is what Council did on the
marijuana topic.



Yunker asks about cup being taken into other businesses — what does this mean. Hartbarger
confirms drinks must be consumed from one establishment before going into another DORA
establishment. Yunker asks about restrictions of going into another non-beverage establishment —
Hartbarger confirms that this is a decision that would be made by the non-beverage business.
Hartbarger shares this was, at a high level, run by downtown businesses and it was overwhelmingly
positive support; of the 23 polled only had one business that was not supportive; this business
bounced back and forth between neutral and not supportive but biggest concern was any trash
issues this might create. Other neutral businesses were concerned with cups, are they provided by
the Village or would the business have to have that expense. Carter shares that three neighboring
municipalities did have same concern with sanitation, but it has so far been a non-issue with
Maumee, Perrysburg, etc. Fine asks about the boundary in the park — how do you designate the
long boundary that is shown on the map; Hartbarger shares a QR code and/or map is displayed in
the beverage establishment along with signs marking the boundaries. Baer confirms he talked with
peers who have a DORA and there have been no issues with any disorderly conduct or uptick in
these types of issues. Tuohy comments the park should be red where the kids are playing but asks
should the rest be green especially when considering Cherry Fest location. Hartbarger feels this
lines up with enough area for summer concert series. Yunker asks about organizations who have
hosted beer gardens — Hartbarger says even if the DORA is covering area the beer garden vendor
could still participate, possibly without needing the fence. Carter talks about pulling liquor licenses
and how public drunkenness is still illegal.

Hartbarger reviews cups that would be purchased and used for the DORA. The state has
requirements that need to be listed on the cup including the DORA time, rules, etc. Daugherty
comments possibility of different hours for different days; Riggenbach comments he would like
more consistency with the hours to avoid a lot of necessary education but will follow any
recommendation. Yunker asks about other community’s hours; Hartbarger shares that it varies
between the local ones near us. Hartbarger confirms the hours would be on the final plan submitted
to Council and then eventually the State. Carter comments on events that have now come out of
these other municipalities because of the DORA’s that have been set up; feels that having a larger
area could allow for similar events here for Whitehouse residents.

Fine asks Council about having staff begin the process of presenting a final plan. Riggenbach
comments he is ready for this process. Tuohy asks that it be shared to allow for residents to ask
their questions; Tuohy would rather have the final plan so it can be shared and does not want half
information. Fine asks Hartbarger if there was any conversation with residents that have lived here
for a long time; he has followed up with residents and does hear a lot of support for this. Elected
officials do have the final authority in the 30-60 days period to approve or not. Fine asks if once
the plan is put together on paper, go through the 45 days, does the clock start over if any changes
are made; Hartbarger confirms yes that is his understanding.

Daugherty comments staff wants to move as efficiently as possible. Asks if Council wants to see
this again, Riggenbach comments wants to see an official plan as soon as possible — Hartbarger
shares this is the official plan now with the hours updated. Daugherty confirms only adjustment is
the hours; Council agrees.

Motion by Councilman Riggenbach, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to proceed with the
presented DORA plan, including the update to the hours. 5 ayes

New Medic Unit
Chief Francis reminds all that back in January capital improvement plan was presented at a high
level. Now he has more detailed, proposed phases and what those purchases include. Letter was



included in the packet. Asking to go out to bid for first phase, Riggenbach suggests approving all
three phases so Chief can go to bid without needing additional motions.

Motion by Councilman Riggenbach, seconded by Councilman Bublick to authorize all proposed
phases as presented. 5 ayes

Daugherty comments Council will have to award the successful bid, and the budget will have to
be amended to include the funds that will be used for this purchase.

Park and Street Rules for E-Bikes

Chief Baer comments the community is experiencing some issues with e-bikes. This is not just
local but a state and national problem. There have been several incidents of near misses; not the e-
bikes themselves, but the actual behavior of the operators of the e-bikes. Baer shares that the
department has been involved with AW schools, talked with parents, talked directly with the e-
bike riders. Class-3 are being bought unknowingly for kids who are not old enough to use these.
All officers have had to stop kids due to riding class-3 bikes which are not allowed on the street
along with stopping kids because of the inappropriate e-bike behavior. Baer comments it is getting
to the point of possibly needing a revised code enforcement. He shares this is a last resort, but there
have been a lot of complaints. Making Council aware of the possibility of citing juveniles if it gets
to that point, looking for support with this last resort. Not asking for anything specifically related
to ordinances ORC 373.05 but may need to clean up the language, small updates, in the future.

Tuohy asks about not riding them to school; Baer comments this would have to be a decision made
by the schools. Baer wanted to share the heads up in case of complaints coming in if more ORC
enforcements are being made. Fine asks about other communities and their communications; Baer
comments Whitehouse is doing very similar communications as other communities. Fine asks
about illegal bikes at the school, Baer shares that SRO’s do try to track those students down and
make them aware.

Sidewalks
Administrator Daugherty shares there has been some momentum on this topic, wants all on the
same page. Hartbarger shares the map; this is a living plan, being updated as needed.

Riggenbach shares he does not want Planning Commission to be able to waive the requirement of
sidewalks. Daugherty comments the Planning Commission can, in the plat approval, accept
variances; most recent example was The Preserve. Developer proposed a deviation, needed
variances; but wanted to create a different feel for this development. Fine comments he was not
involved in this development but knows there is a swale there, with dedicated green space, etc.
which was part of the request for the sidewalk deviation. Tuohy comments if not a standard R-2
lot it should be approved by Council. Fine asks about sidewalks only or all variances, Riggenbach
and Tuohy comment sidewalks only, not every single variance. Daugherty comments that he
understands from Heban, Council already has that veto ability. Fine asks Daugherty if there are
any concerns about changing the ordinance so the sidewalk variance would come to Council.
Daugherty confirms it is a good idea to make sure Planning Commission understands Council’s
wants and intentions regarding sidewalks. Fine confirms with Daugherty about having staff notify
Council that a sidewalk issue is being presented to Planning Commission. Riggenbach suggests
drafting a letter to Planning Commission to make them aware of the current Council’s wishes
regarding sidewalks.

Fine suggests asking staff for recommendations on time available for updating and putting in
sidewalks. Council agrees with this; asking how much funding would be needed to make a
difference in the sidewalk plan, along with the availability of Public Works staff to put these in.



Yunker asks about the map, there are some sections where proposed sidewalks are on both sides
of street along with others on just one side of the street; Hill created the map, there are some areas
where crosswalks allow for just the one side of the street. Riggenbach suggests focusing on school
areas and areas with more dense population. Fine confirms map is part of the sidewalk master plan,
does the master plan need to be updated to include the updated map. Daugherty comments it is a
living plan so the updates can be made. Fine confirms three points that were previously discussed
and wants to keep these as a focus. Yunker asks about sidewalks going to apartments on Andover
Court — Hill shares it was an oversight, if not showing on Field Avenue. Daugherty confirms,
Council is directing him to draft a letter to be sent to Planning Commission; Council confirms yes.

Survey Question(s) Regarding Village Park

Fine shares it was discussed at last Council meeting about a possible Parks Commission and adding
park questions to the survey going out to residents. Three questions regarding the park: how
satisfied with the park 0-5, how can the park be updated - open ended question, and would you be
willing to serve on a committee to help develop a master plan of park. No concerns from Council
about these questions. Tuohy comments fighting to get people to respond; those who wanted to be
contacted last time did not ever return calls from Council. Suggesting that this needs to be very
short and concise; wants to stay in same guidelines as last time to hopefully get as many responses
as possible.

Summer Meeting Schedule

Daugherty comments this topic was mentioned at previous Council meeting. Last year in July there
was one Council meeting, no Committee of the Whole. He shares that a lot of communities have
a summer schedule; June and July down to one Council meeting. If this is something Council
wants to move forward with staff will work on coordinating bill pays, etc. to make this work.
Riggenbach asks what the minimum number of meetings would be necessary; Daugherty says one
but confirms Council does reserve the right to call a special meeting if necessary. Fine asks
preference on Council meetings for summer; one or less is agreed on. Riggenbach asks about
timing; Daugherty confirms the first Tuesday of the month is better to have; he says we do need
one each month to be able to approve the bills. Example, June 2nd yes, June 16th no — if only
doing one in June. Example July 7th yes, July 21st no — if only doing one in July. Riggenbach asks
if Council would be good with one meeting June, July and August. If need to come back to regular
in August, the two months would be great. Yunker brings up tight timeline with the DORA topic;
he asks staff to keep an eye on the timeline and requirements for DORA. Fine confirms one Council
meeting a month June, July and August. Last year July Committee of the Whole was skipped but
had June and August; looking to do the same this year.

CITIZEN COMMENTS
Council President Fine asks if there are any citizen comments to be heard.

Chief Baer shares that staff appreciates the one Council meeting per month in the summer. Chief
asks about the possibility of earlier meetings, starting at 5:30pm or 5:45pm. Other local
municipalities use this earlier time. Fine asks for thoughts on this request. Yunker concerned could
cut out a portion of residents who might attend if it is too much earlier. Riggenbach supports
earlier. Daugherty comments Council’s in the past have talked about this, concern was for residents
attending at that time as well. He comments that the Village does offer recorded meetings and live
access through teams. Shares that 5:30pm makes sense. Fine suggests bringing up at Council
meeting with Mayor and Artiaga for their input.

OTHER BUSINESS
Council President Fine asks if there is any other business to discuss from Council members.



Tuohy asks about previously talking about pay scale for fire and police and getting them closer to
where they need to be when we become a city. Fine comments he believes remembering talking
about wanting to look at comparable compensations. There was the 2% one-time pay that gets
them closer. Daugherty confirms it was talked about but did not determine if that was going to be
an internal study or send that out for help. Tuohy looking for progressive, gradual increase instead
of all at once when city status is here. Daugherty comments can split the difference and reach out
to colleagues who have done wage studies, along with internal review.

Joe Carter shares he was voted on to the board of the chamber of commerce back in February.
They are reorganized after splitting off from Springfield and Holland. Trying to visit some of the
Council meetings in the area — looking for anything being brought back to the chamber that he can
take back. Riggenbach refers to survey that was done recently, answers to questions that are being
asked could be helpful topics for the chamber to review.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Councilwoman Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Riggenbach to adjourn the meeting at
8:17pm. 5 ayes

Respectfully submitted by Nicole Hartbarger, Clerk of Council



