
Village of Whitehouse 

Village Council Meeting As A 

Committee of the Whole 

Village Hall, Whitehouse, OH 

6:30 August 11th, 2026 

             

 

CALL TO ORDER – ROLL CALL 

Meeting called to order at 6:30pm by President of Council Steve Fine. 

 

Council Members Present: Louann Artiaga, Carrie Tuohy, Joe Bublick, Larry Yunker and 

President of Council Steve Fine 

 

Council Members Absent: Dave Riggenbach – excused by President Fine 

 

Staff Present: Administrator Jordan Daugherty, Public Works Director Mike Hill 

 

Guests Present: Mayor Rich Bingham, Jeff Heaney 

 

Motion at 6:32pm by Councilman Bublick, seconded by Councilwoman Artiaga to enter into an 

executive session pursuant to ORC121.22(G)(3) conference with attorney for the public body 

concerning disputes involving the public body that are subject of pending or imminent court action. 

5 ayes 

 

President Fine invited Mayor Bingham to join the executive session along with Council members. 

 

Administrator Daugherty shares that Solicitor Heban will be in attendance of the executive session 

virtually. 

 

Motion at 7:21pm by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to reconvene 

the Committee of the Whole meeting. 5 ayes 

 

Motion by Councilwoman Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Bublick to approve the minutes of the 

June 9th, 2026, Committee of the Whole meetings. 5 ayes 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS ON COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA ITEMS 

Council President Fine asked if there were any citizens present to comment on the Committee of 

the Whole agenda items. There were none. 

 

GENERAL 

Consideration of Next Steps for the Village Survey and Creating a Parks Committee 

Fine shares that the survey inquired about a Parks Committee, working on closing out the survey. 

As of August 5th, there were 199 full responses and 102 partial responses to the survey. Previously 

discussed closing out the survey around this time but will do one more push of publicity for the 

survey supported by Council. Staff will handle pushing out the survey one more time. 

 

Fine asks Artiaga her thoughts on what the Parks Commission might look like. Artiaga shares her 

initial thoughts is on the parks master plan, this committee would review that plan, share any 

thoughts/updates on this plan, review what direction Council would have with any new visions. 

Fine asks how many commission members, Artiaga suggests 5, keeping it at an odd number. Fine 

shares the Tree Commission would be interested in having a representative on the Parks 

Commission. Council supports the thoughts being shared. Artiaga comments on making sure 



someone from the community who is well versed in special needs is on the commission in order 

to make sure the park plans are all inclusive. Daugherty asks if the intent of the commission would 

be for all parks/services in Whitehouse. Artiaga comments she did not envision the entire Village, 

scope was limited to the main park in town. Daugherty agrees on this more narrow focus for this 

committee. Hill suggests the Tree Commission representative should be someone who is a Village 

resident. 

 

Continue Discussion on Building Community Leaders 

Fine comments that this topic has been reviewed in the recent past. A session onVvillage 

government was previously suggested, Council supports this idea. Fine suggests will need ideas 

and details on how to support that session. Artiaga shares an educational focus like the police 

academy does, start with explaining zoning, ordinance vs resolution, overview of the Village 

charter, etc. Fine asks about taking smaller steps, breaking it down into pieces. Tuohy suggests not 

all has to be in person, PowerPoint or informational pieces can be sent out via social media – 

explaining this is a push to get more residents involved. Daugherty shares that he and Schriefer 

were recently discussing adding this type of information to the short videos that are shared. Council 

suggests sharing some of this information regarding becoming a Council member as soon as 

possible. Yunker suggests making sure the public knows what the purpose of Council is, what 

decisions are made – feels the average resident does not know these types of details. Feels this is 

a good starting point, even before sharing how to become a Council person. Tuohy comments that 

even coming to a Council meeting could be intimidating when you don’t understand what happens 

at the meetings.  

 

Fine confirms with Daugherty taking on and drafting what is Council information and what it takes 

to run for Council. Fine asks about previous discussion in reaching out to the school and getting 

more high school students involved, what opportunities there might be there. Tuohy comments 

even with best intentions, people are busy and would have to understand taking on more than you 

think. Fine asks about the previously discussed new Council member binder and putting that 

together, in thinking about this he thought of having a Council intern from the high school who 

could help put this information together. Tuohy suggests the idea of having people shadow Council 

members to get some experience in what a Council meeting involves. Tuohy suggests spacing out 

some of these thoughts and not pushing them through all at once.  

 

Consider Request for Participation in and Support of Toledo MetroParks Blue Creek 

Program Plan Proposal 

Fine asks Daugherty to review. Included in packet were two documents regarding the MetroParks, 

created back in February of this year. Daugherty confirms this all has to do with Blue Creek, not 

anywhere outside of this area. Call from the director confirmed that the next step to take was 

included in the proposal – they do want to get stakeholder input. Daugherty feels this request 

signals that the MetroParks is ready to put in the financial capital to this plan. Metroparks is asking 

for help on who would be willing to participate as stakeholders – asking if Council is willing to 

participate.  

 

Artiaga comments Council has to participate to see and understand plans for the park – on the 

fence as participating financially. Bublick comments that the concept looks amazing, loves the 

idea. Fine asks about cost – Daugherty confirms $55,000 for plans – MetroParks is asking for a 

share of this. Daugherty shares his conversation with the MetroParks director was a month and a 

half ago. Artiaga shares she was surprised that this document was dated in February, but since 

have been notified that the library plans have changed from this Blue Creek area. Yunker asks 

about ball diamond, does not appear in the plans. Daugherty reviews discussions of Blue Creek 

area from several years ago. Fine comments that he supports participating financially as it shows 

the Village has a vested interest. Tuohy asks about making a recommendation to decide on this in 



the next meeting – confirming what the ask is for today. Daugherty confirms two parts – one is 

participating in planning, two is supporting financially. Tuohy confirms would like to understand 

the financial commitment first. Daugherty confirms his understanding of financial support is half, 

but there was the comment of anything is helpful from the director of the MetroParks.  

 

Fine asks all on idea of contributing financially, all agree. Fine asks idea of financial ranges, 

Bublick suggests no more than half – all agree. Artiaga feels this is a large amount, more 

comfortable with around $20,000 as a cap – all agree. Yunker asks where this comes out of the 

budget – Daugherty suggests this would come out of carry over, the budget would have to be 

amended. 

 

Motion by Councilman Yunker, seconded by Councilman Bublick to recommend to Council to 

approve a $20,000 contribution to support and be involved in Blue Creek MetroPark updates and 

planning. 5 ayes 

 

Review Amended Appropriations 

Daugherty shares a mid year true up is always done. Not anything very notable. JEDD’s and 

JEDZ’s transfers have occurred. This is a housekeeping/annual process.  

 

Fine asks about spending $10,000 on street lighting, Daugherty confirms this is from unknown 

rates. Fine asks about $35,000 for administrative general spending, Daugherty confirms the 

majority of this is for pending/threatened litigation. Fine asks about the $50,000 for ALS, 

Daugherty shares this may be changed by the end of the year, in years past the dispatch cost has 

been stretched across periods. Fine asks about $40,000 for Finzel Road improvements, Daugherty 

shares there has not been a change to this, categories like streets, water, sewer, streets gets the bulk 

amount during appropriations, have trued up the allocation.  

 

Motion by Councilwoman Artiaga, seconded by Councilwoman Tuohy to recommend to Council 

the approval of the reviewed amended appropriations. 5 ayes 

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

Council President Fine asks if there are any citizen comments to be heard. 

 

Jeff Heaney – 11250 Centerville Street – Comment on the Blue Creek proposal. Agrees with 

Artiaga that Whitehouse needs to have a seat at the table. Still sees the library in the plan, 

wondering if that is still a possibility at this location. Concerned with having parking lots where 

there is current prairie space. Heaney wonders how much influence $20,000 will buy versus what 

plans will actually come to fruition. Heaney comments on more connectivity with the larger Oak 

Openings MetroPark to the Village.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Council President Fine asks if there is any other business to discuss from Council members. 

 

Daugherty shares that the auditors have completed the most recent audit, went well. Will cover at 

next Finance meeting, suggesting October 20th for this meeting. Fine asks if full committee would 

like to hear the report, Tuohy suggests members can attend the Finance Committee meeting or be 

informed in the report during Council meeting. 

 

Artiaga shares that between early 1990’s and today, has served on the Village Council for more 

than 16 years. She has learned a lot and gotten to know a lot of great people. Artiaga shares that 

tonight will be her last night as a Council member of the Village of Whitehouse. Artiaga comments 

there is a 30 day opportunity for Council to select another Council person, will take her leave of 



the meeting in order for Council to review what to do with her open position. Artiaga shares it is 

time for her to concentrate on her business and family. Fine shares that Artiaga will be missed and 

thanks her for all of her years of service.  

 

Tuohy suggests putting the notice out and getting letters of interest back in as soon as possible. 

Yunker comments that this is a good opportunity to use advertising discussed previously. Fine asks 

about selection process, Daugherty comments this all happened in the public meeting. Tuohy asks 

if Council can be informed of those who apply and be reviewed ahead of time. Fine agrees, asking 

about screening applicants in advance then inviting them to Council meeting. Daugherty comments 

first Tuesday is September 1st. Fine suggests advertising, ask for letters of interest by August 25th, 

executive session at September 1st meeting, then on September 8th is Committee of the Whole and 

pair that with a Special Council meeting to interview applicants.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion by Councilwoman Tuohy, seconded by Councilman Bublick to adjourn the meeting at 

8:19pm. 5 ayes 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Nicole Hartbarger, Clerk of Council 


